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NEWSLETTER  No. 24 
9th August 2018 

Dear Parents, Friends and Students 

 

Yesterday I had the opportunity to spend time with the 

Year 6 students on their Confirmation Retreat.  The day 

was set aside for them to contemplate the practical 

applications of them receiving the Sacrament and how 

this can make a difference in their lives.  I was impressed 

with the mature way they approached the day and the 

answers they gave in the activities.  Thank you to Mrs 

Keddie and Mr Donlon for the work they put into 

organising the retreat.  These students, along with the 

catechetical group from the Parish, will receive the 

Sacrament on Sunday.  Father Peter Whitely, Vicar 

General of the Archdiocese of Perth, will be the principal 

celebrant.  We wish them well on this special day. 

 

Catholic Education WA has mandated that all schools 

complete a ‘School Climate Survey’.  The purpose of 

these surveys is to take the ‘pulse’ of the school.  

Invitations to participate went home last week and it is our 

hope that as many parents as possible participate.  All 

surveys are confidential.  The invitation has the logon 

code that is required.  If you no longer have this, please 

enquire at the school office.  It is only when the majority of 

parents respond that we get an accurate parent 

perspective of life here at Matthew Gibney.  The results of 

the survey will be used in future planning for the 

betterment of our school. 

 

This week has been a particularly bad one for absentees.  

Many of our students and staff have been ‘struck down’ 

with the flu.  Thank you for keeping your sick child at 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 

filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-

fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 

(Acts 2:1-5) 

home.  We are hoping that the worst of this is now behind 

us and we have some clear air between now and the end 

of the term. 

 

Our Year 3 and 4 class will be presenting their Catholic 

Schools Performing Arts Festival item at our Assembly on 

Friday morning.  The assembly will start at 9:00am and it 

will be held in the undercover area.  All parents and 

members of our community are invited to join with us. 

 

I have begun to notice that many of our boys are 

beginning to grow their hair well below their eyebrow.  

This is an infringement of our uniform policy which clearly 

states that all hair (boys or girls) needs to be above their 

eyebrow.  Please ensure that your child complies with this 

rule.  Any child who does not will receive a uniform 

infringement notice next week. 

 

Next Wednesday, 15th August, the students will join with 

the Parish to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of 

Our Lady into Heaven.  The Mass will begin at 9:30am 

and it will be held in the Church.  All members of our 

school community are invited to join with us.  The Feast of 

the Assumption is one of only two Holy Days of Obligation 

that remain in the Church, the other being Christmas Day.  

All Catholics are obliged to attend Mass on these days.  

The Assumption is of particular significance as it reminds 

us of the holiness of Mary and how she received the 

ultimate reward because of her unwavering willingness to 

do God’s will.  We look forward to many families joining 

with us. 

Continued 

Lexie Joshua Halle Sephora 

GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS 

The Pre-Primary children have been  drawing beautiful pictures of Red Riding Hood and their Dads! 

Zac Marcus 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

Fri 10th Aug… Year 3 & 4 Assembly (PAF item) 

Fri 10th Aug… Class Climate Survey administered  

            to Students 

Sun 12th Aug… Confirmation Mass @ 9.30am 

Sun 12th Aug… P&F Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 

Mon 13th Aug… K-3 Constable  Care / St John  

            Ambulance Incursion 

Tues 14th Aug… Year 3 Bishops’ Religious Literacy  

            Assessment 

Wed 15th Aug… Assumption of Mary Mass @   

            Church 9.30am 

Wed 15th Aug… P & F Meeting @ 7.30pm 

Fri 17th Aug…. PUPIL FREE DAY  

Mon 20th Aug… Yr 3 & 4 PAF Music Excerpt 

Wed 22nd Aug… K - 6 Book Character Parade 

Wed 22nd Aug… Year 6 Family Life Education   

             Incursion 

Fri 24th Aug… Book Fair 

Fri 24th Aug… Year 2 Assembly 

SENT HOME TODAY  
 

★ Years 4 & 5 Scitech Excursion permission slip  

PUPIL FREE DAY 

FRIDAY 

17th AUGUST 

P & F Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 
 

Sunday 12th August at the Midland store. 

Thank you to the families who have volunteered 

to help on the day. Thank you, also, to the 

families who have donated items for our 

sausage sizzle.     

Please try and support this venture by visiting us at 

Bunnings on Sunday and purchasing a sausage. 

Assistant Principal’s  

Religious Education News 

 

Next week, we have two major events happening in our 

school.   

 

Feast of the Assumption 

On Wednesday 15th August we celebrate the Feast of the 

Assumption.  This is a day to 

remember how blessed Mary was, 

as the mother of Jesus, that she 

was assumed body and soul into 

Heaven.  The whole school, PP-6, 

will be attending Mass at St Francis 

of Assisi, Maida Vale, at 9.30am. 

We warmly welcome all parents to 

join us as we rejoice in Mary’s 

Assumption.   

 

Our Lady of Fatima Pilgrimage Statue Visit to Matthew 

Gibney  

The National Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of the 

Rosary of Fatima will visit St Francis 

of Assisi Parish on Thursday 16th 

August 2018.  The Statue will arrive 

at school at 12pm Thursday 16th 

August, and will be welcomed by 

the children in procession.  Mary will 

be placed in honour in the Sacred 

Space, and remain there over the 

lunch for quiet prayer.  At 2.30, we 

will farewell the statue, as it moves 

to the Parish for their celebrations.   
 

The statue is making a pilgrimage round the country to 

mark 101 years since the apparitions at Fatima and we 

are very privileged that it will come to Maida Vale.  As part 

of the Parish visit, it will be brought here to school for the 

children to see and to part of this great celebration.   The 

International Pilgrim Virgin Statue has since travelled the 

world many times, visiting more than 100 countries, 

including Russia and China, bringing the great message 

of hope, “the peace plan from heaven”, to millions of 

people. 
 

The children will receive a brown scapular as part of the 

visit.  It is a centuries old tradition for Catholics to wear 

the scapular as a sign of devotion to Mary.  Wearing the 

Brown Scapular is like reminding yourself that you "are on 

Mary's team."  It is common to wear sports uniforms, or 

matching jackets for a team or organization, and the 

Brown Scapular helps us see that Mary is our coach, 

teaching us to know her Son more and preparing us for 

"the game" of this life. 

 

Karen Keddie 

Assistant Principal RE 

Thanks, again, to the many families who enjoyed a warm 

Milo before school this morning.  The Minnie Vinnies are 

doing a fantastic job and we continue to have a steady 

supply of customers each Thursday morning.  With only 3 

‘Milo Mornings’ to go, please continue to support this 

event. 

 

A reminder to all our families that Friday August 17 is a 

pupil free day.  Students will not be required to attend 

school on this day.   

  

Mark Powell 
PRINCIPAL 



YEAR 4 NEWS 
The children attended a whole school Liturgy in honour of 

Saint Mary of the Cross Mackillop. The children 

participated fully and we engaged in a discussion about 

her work. 

The children are very excited to be presenting “Cock A 

Doodle Dandy’ with the Year 3 class tomorrow during 

assembly. They have practiced fully and have enjoyed 

working together to create a magnificent play. Mrs Aldred, 

Ms Zurzolo and myself could not be prouder. Well done, 

children! 
 

Joanne Brescacin 

                HELP 

The Canteen is in need of volunteers 

tomorrow Friday 10th August.  

Please contact Alison or let the office 

know if you can help. 

PRE-PRIMARY NEWS 
Last Monday, the Pre Primary children attended a liturgy, 

in the library, to celebrate the ‘Mary Mackillop Feast Day’ 

Liturgy. They behaved respectfully as they joined in with 

the hymns and prayers and listened to Mr Powell’s homily 

about the life and work of Saint Mary of the Cross 

Mackillop. In the classroom, the children are making 

wonderful progress with their literacy and numeracy skills 

in their rotation groups and they display great team work 

skills during this time. This week showed the start of our 

‘Fairy Tale theme’ as our home corner turned into 

‘Grandma’s Cottage!’ Over the next few weeks the 

children will have a chance to develop their problem 

solving skills in STEM activities relating to some well-

known fairy tales. As a reminder, the Pre Primary children 

will join in with the annual ‘Book Week’ parade in Week 6, 

on Wednesday 22 August. We will be discussing some 

familiar book characters over the next few days which will 

tie in with ‘Book Week’. Have a great week! 

 

Debbie Hawley & Jen Moore 

Parents & Friends Association 

Agenda item request for meeting - Wednesday 15th 

August @ 7.30pm. 

Please submit your Agenda item request either through 

the Skoolbag app -  eForms - P&F Meeting Agenda 

Items or through the Matthew Gibney website  

http://web.gibney.wa.edu.au/pandf.html 

You must attend the meeting if you wish to submit 

an agenda item. 

P & F Meetings Term 3 2018 

Wednesday 15th August @ 7.30pm 

Wednesday 12th September @ 7.30pm 

YEAR 6 NEWS 

On Wednesday Year 6 went to the Redemptorist 

Monastery for their Confirmation Retreat Day. All 

students thoroughly enjoyed the activities that were 

organised and gained a greater understanding to what 

the Holy Spirit will enable them to do. 

Throughout that day, all students behaved and 

responded to the tasks in such a mature manner that 

stood out to all the staff on the retreat. 

As we move closer to their Confirmation ceremony on 

Sunday, please keep all of Year 6 in your thoughts and 

prayers. 
 

Simon Donlon 

CANTEEN ROSTER  

Fri 10th August HELP NEEDED 

Tues 14th Sasha T 

Fri 17th August PUPIL FREE DAY 

Year 6 Confirmation Retreat Day! 



Faction Athletics Carnival 

 

Matthew Gibney will be having their Faction Athletics Carnival in Week 7 of Term 3. Jumps and 

Throws (Years 3 - 6) will be taking place on Thursday 30
th
 of August and Track Events and Team 

Games (PP and  Year 1-6) will take place on Friday 31
st
of August. Both carnivals will be held on 

Matthew Gibney’s school oval. 

 

With so many events and stations being run on these days, parent assistance is needed and will be 

much appreciated. If you are available to assist on either of these days could you please fill in the 

slip below and hand it in to the office. You will be contacted closer to the date.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Shannon Andersen 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------—————————-- 

 

PARENT HELP FOR ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

Thursday 

30th of  August 

  

9.15 a.m.  

START 

Jumps and Throws 
 

You will be at one station as 
each class rotates, you will 

assist in measuring and    
recording students results. 

Parent’s Name: 

  

 

Child’s Name: 

  

Child’s Class: 
 

Friday  

31st of  August 

  

9.15 a.m. 

START 

Track Events and Team 
Games 

  

□ Setting Up 7.30 a.m. 

□ Morning  9.15-12pm  

□ Afternoon 12pm-2.45 

□ All Day 

 

Jobs include place judge and 
marshalling for events 

  

Parent’s Name: 

  

  

Child’s Name: 

  

Child’s Class: 
 

Contact Number: 

  





PERFORMING 

ARTS FESTIVAL 

2018  

 FINAL CONCERT 
 

Monday 10th September 

The 2018 Festival Concert showcases some of the 

outstanding performances from the 29th Annual 

Performing Arts Festival. 
 

Featuring an array of entertainment by primary and 

secondary students performing from a wide range of 

talent. Enjoy an evening of vibrant acts and excellence in 

the Arts. 
 

Tickets are on sale now directly through Perth Concert 

Hall. 
 

Website Bookings:  

www.perthconcerthall.com.au 
 

Phone Bookings:  

Perth Concert Hall Box Office 9231 9999 
 

In Person: 

Perth Concert Hall Box Office Monday - Friday 

9.00am - 5.00pm 


