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18th October 2018 

Dear Parents, Friends and Students 
 

Congratulations to many of our Year Three students who 

received the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time 

at a special liturgy that took place on Tuesday 16
th
 

October.  This was a special time for these young people 

in their faith journey as they experienced the Sacrament 

of Forgiveness and, at the same time, were encouraged 

to do the same to others.  Congratulations, also, to the 

students who supported those who received the 

Sacrament and were recognised at the Liturgy.  A big 

thank you to Miss Zurzolo and Mrs Keddie for their work 

in preparing the students and for organising the Liturgy. 
 

A significant event that will take place in the early part of 

this term is Matthew Gibney Day.  This will take place on 

Friday 26
th
 October.  The day will begin with a Mass that 

will be celebrated in the undercover area starting at 

9:00am.  Our Grandparents Afternoon Tea and Concert 

will take place later in the day.  Specific details will be 

sent out very soon.  This year we are adding an ‘Open up 

our School’ event for prospective families during Matthew 

Gibney Day.  This will take place between 11:00am and 

1:00pm.  We will advertise this around the community and 

we ask that you spread the word to people who may be 

interested in sending their children to our school.  

Prospective families will be able to tour the school, led by 

our Year 6 students, and then enjoy some refreshments.  

We hope this will be an opportunity to open up our school 

to the wider community. 
 

Thank you to those who came along to the Parents and 

Friends meeting on Wednesday evening.  Those who 

were able to attend participated in discussions around 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

(Revelation 1:8) 

how Matthew Gibney Day will be supported by the P&F.  I 

would again like to thank the members of the P&F for the 

great work they do in our school to build community. 
 

Throughout this year, the staff and members of the 

School Board and the P&F have been involved in 

reviewing our current strategic plan and planning for our 

new one.  I would like to thank the many people who have 

provided input.  We have also used the results from our 

school climate survey to help shape our plan.  Although 

we were a little disappointed with the small response rate 

from parents, we have been able to use that data to help 

shape our plan.  We are now at draft stage and, after a 

period of consultation, we will launch the new plan at our 

community meeting that will be held on Wednesday 21
st
 

November.  Please keep this date free.  More details 

around this will be available in the next couple of weeks. 

Have a great week! 
 

 

 

Mark Powell 
PRINCIPAL 

Tallis Sophie Raquel Sienna 

GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS 

The children in Pre-Primary have painted beautiful pictures of their “Special Place! 

Josiah 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

MONDAY 

5th NOVEMBER 

Xavier 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

 

Mon 22nd Oct Yr 1 & Yr 3 Excursion to Art Gallery 

Fri 26th Oct  MATTHEW GIBNEY DAY 

Mon 29th Oct Kindy excursion to Woolworths &  

   Woodbridge Park  

Thurs 1st Nov All Saints Day Mass @ St Francis of 

   Assisi Parish @ 9.30am 

Fri 2nd Nov  Year 2 Assembly 

Mon 5th Nov PUPIL FREE DAY 

Tues 6th Nov Melbourne Cup Day 

Wed 7th Nov Year 3 Liturgy 

Fri 9th Nov  Year 4 Assembly  

Fri 9th Nov  Remembrance Day Ceremony @  

   10.30am  

Sun 11th Nov Remembrance Day 

Mon 12th Nov Yr 4 TIMSS Assessment 

Wed 14th Nov Year 5 Mass 

Wed 14th Nov P&F Meeting @ 7.30pm 

Fri 16th Nov PP Assembly 

Wed 21st Nov Annual Community Meeting @ 7pm 

Thurs 22nd Nov PP & Yr 2 Excursion to Kings Park 

Fri 23rd Nov Year 1 Assembly 

Mon 26th Nov Yr 5 Cathedral visit 9.30am - 2.30pm 

Wed 28th Nov Year 2 Liturgy  

Fri 30th Nov Year 6 Assembly 

Fri 30th Nov End of Year Concert K-6 @ 6pm 

Wed 5th Dec Semester Two Reports available to  

   parents 

Thurs 6th Dec Thanksgiving Graduation Mass @  

   9.00am undercover area 

Fri 7th Dec  Year 6 Excursion 

Fri 7th Dec  END OF TERM 4 FOR STUDENTS 

SENT HOME MONDAY 15TH 
 

★ Term 4 Canteen Menu (eldest) 

★ Matthew Gibney Day Volunteers form (eldest) 

LOST SPORTS JACKET 

Chloe, (Year 4), has lost her sports jacket. The 

jacket has her name in it. Could you please 

check in your child's school bag to make sure it hasn’t 

been placed in their school bag by mistake. 

Assistant Principal’s  

Religious Education News 
 

 

RECONCILIATION 2018 
 

On Monday the children had a wonderful time, exploring 

and reflecting on the Sacrament of Reconciliation during 

their Retreat Day.  They dramatized the story of 

Zacchaeus, made prayer bracelets, thought about how 

strong emotions can affect their decision making and 

created beautiful artworks for the church.  On Tuesday 

evening, we celebrated their First Reconciliations at St 

Francis of Assisi Church.  Many thanks to the parish and 

school staff for your assistance and hard work in 

preparing the children and for making the ceremony so 

memorable for the children and their families. 

 

MATTHEW GIBNEY DAY MASS AND EVENTS 
 

Our school family are all invited to celebrate our patron, 

Matthew Gibney, next Friday the 26th October.  We begin 

with a whole school Mass at 9am, followed by Tabloid 

Sports and then our Grandparent’s Afternoon.  

 

Karen Keddie 

Assistant Principal RE 

P & F Meetings Term 4 2018 
 

Wednesday 14th November @ 7.30pm 
 

ANNUAL COMMUNITY MEETING 2018 
 

Wednesday 21st November @ 7.00pm 

 

Year 3 Reconciliation Retreat 



Friday Giving 

Don’t forget our Friday Giving Appeal to 

help the needy. 

Please bring your donations of canned 

foods or non-perishables, etc. to school 

for collection each Friday. 

PRE-PRIMARY NEWS 
The children have made a great start to term 4! We have 

started practising for a few up-coming concerts, including 

Matthew Gibney Day, our class assembly and our 

edudance concert! The first concert will be next Friday 

afternoon during Matthew Gibney Day. The children will 

be presenting a short musical item and they are required 

to wear their usual Pre Primary uniform on this occasion. 

A Matthew Gibney Pre Primary T-shirt is optional. 

Unfortunately, our excursion was cancelled today due to 

bad weather but it will be rescheduled at a date to be 

confirmed. Our vegetable garden is growing in leaps and 

bounds and this week, we picked lettuce for our school 

canteen! Thank you again to Ben P’s Oupa for his           

on-going support and advice which he gives us to ensure 

that our garden is 100% productive! Have a great week! 
 

Debbie Hawley & Jen Moore 

YEAR 4 NEWS 
The Year Four children have completed their STEM 

activity where they had to create a slide. Well done to the 

class. Most of the inventions were very successful and 

very fast. 

The children are excited about Matthew Gibney day next 

Friday and they are looking forward to the Grandparents 

Afternoon Tea where they will be performing ‘Cockle 

Doodle Dandy’. 

A reminder that the Year 4 assembly will take place on 

Friday of Week Five, the 9th November.  

Could all parents please ensure that their child has not 

mistakenly picked up Chloe sports jacket as it has been 

missing for a week. 
 

Joanne Brescacin 

Matthew Gibney Day  
Friday 26th October 2018 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The staff and students of 

MATTHEW GIBNEY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
would like to extend an invitation to our Grandparents and families 

to join us for an afternoon of celebration. 
Afternoon tea and entertainment will commence 

at 1.15 p.m. on Friday 26th October in our undercover area. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there!  

The students will be performing a variety of short acts, whilst tea, coffee and refreshments 
are served by our Year 6 students.  Please come to the school administration building and 

you will be directed to the Undercover Area.   




