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NEWSLETTER  No. 36 
15th November 2018 

Dear Parents, Friends and Students 
 

Congratulations to Mrs Brescacin and the Year 4 class for 

their assembly last week.  They entertained the school 

community with a version of ‘Noah’s Ark’.  

Congratulations, also, to all the merit award winners who 

were recognised by their teachers for having completed 

excellent work.  Our next assembly will take place this 

coming Friday, 16th November.  Our Pre-Primary class 

will be holding this assembly.  It will begin at 9:00am and 

it will be held in the undercover area.  All parents and 

members of our community are invited to join with us. 
 

On Wednesday morning the Year 5 students celebrated 

their class Mass.  In his homily, Father Francis reminded 

the children to make certain that the love of Jesus shines 

out of them so they can share it with everyone.  A 

message for each and every one of us.  Congratulations 

to the Year 5 students for their enthusiastic participation 

in the liturgy.  Thank you to Mrs Keddie for organising the 

Mass and to the parents and grandparents who were able 

to attend.  The Year 2 class will be holding their Liturgy of 

the Word on Wednesday 28th November.  All parents and 

members of our community are welcome to join with 

them. 
 

It is at this time of the year that we begin to realise that 

our Year 6 students will be shortly completing their time at 

our school and moving onto the new challenge of 

secondary schooling.  On Monday 19th November, the 

Year 6 students attending La Salle will be attending their 

orientation day.  On Friday 23rd November the students 

attending Mazenod and St Brigid’s will be attending their 

orientation day.  Those attending government schools will 

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 

loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

(Colossians 1:13-14) 

also be attending their orientation day shortly.  We wish 

them well on these days and trust that their initial 

experience with their new schools are positive ones. 
 

A reminder to all our families that our Annual General 

Community meeting will take place in February 2019.  

Specific details will be sent home by the end of the year.  

The school will also be releasing its school fees for 2019 

before the end of the school year.  Please keep your eye 

out for these two items in upcoming newsletters. 
 

The students are practising enthusiastically for the 

EduDance concert at the end of the school year.  It will 

take place on Friday 30th November, only two weeks 

away.  Please ensure that you have this date marked on 

your calendars. 
 

Have a great week! 
 

 

Mark Powell 
PRINCIPAL 

Jasmine Skyla Cate 

GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS 

Year 4 having been making Cubism Art! 

Makayla Ethan 

Thanksgiving & Graduation Mass 
 

You are all warmly invited and encouraged to join  
us for our Thanksgiving and Graduation Mass  on 

Thursday, 6th December at 9.00 
a.m. at Matthew Gibney Catholic 
Primary School undercover area. 

Please join our school community 
on this very special occasion.  



IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

Parents/Guardians please sign in and out on the visitors 

form in the office when on school 

grounds for any reason, e.g. class 

room helpers, book exchange and 

canteen volunteers. This is a 

requirement in case of any 

emergency procedures. We thank you for your 

understanding in this matter. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

Fri 16th Nov PP Assembly 

Tues 20th Nov PP 2019 Information Meeting @ 2.15 

   to 2.45 

Thurs 22nd Nov PP & Yr 2 Excursion to Kings Park 

Fri 23rd Nov Year 1 Assembly 

Mon 26th Nov Yr 5 Cathedral visit 9.30am - 2.30pm 

Wed 28th Nov Year 2 Liturgy  

Fri 30th Nov Year 6 Assembly 

Fri 30th Nov End of Year Concert K-6 @ 6pm 

Wed 5th Dec Semester Two Reports available to  

   parents 

Thurs 6th Dec Thanksgiving Graduation Mass @  

   9.00am undercover area 

Fri 7th Dec  Year 6 Excursion 

Fri 7th Dec  END OF TERM 4 FOR STUDENTS 

Assistant Principal’s  

Religious Education News 

 

Christmas in the Parish 

Attached to this newsletter is information regarding the 

Parish Christmas Eve celebrations.  If your child would 

like to be involved, please fill out the form and return it to 

the Parish.  
 

St Vincent De Paul Food Hampers 

We have had a wonderful response from our families, 

once again this year.  Thank you for your generous 

donations.  The pick-up date has been extended, so if you 

haven’t brought something in yet, it’s not too late.   
 

Sacraments 2019 

Yesterday, the Sacramental calendar for 2019 was sent 

home with the children receiving the Sacraments of 

Eucharist, Confirmation and Reconciliation.  These dates 

are all dependent on the approval of our new Parish 

Priest (who has not been appointed yet). Please keep an 

eye out in the newsletter and through SEQTA, for any 

changes.   
 

Karen Keddie 

Assistant Principal RE 

CANTEEN ROSTER  

Fri 16th Nov 
Stephanie A 

CAN YOU HELP 

Tues 20th Nov CAN YOU HELP 

Fri 23rd Nov Saroya P & Sylvia S 

DON’T FORGET 

Mexican Fiesta 
Tomorrow 

FRIDAY 16th NOVEMBER 
Mild con carne mince with corn, mixed 

lettuce, tomato, corn chips & cheese. 

$5.00 

MATTHEW GIBNEY CATHOLIC  

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

OPEN DAY 

Wednesday 21st November 2018  

4.00pm to 6.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians  

If you know of any family or friends that might be 

interested in their children attending Matthew Gibney 

Catholic Primary School in 2019, please invite them to 

come along to our Open Day for a tour of our school and 

to receive a welcome pack. 

All are welcome! 

Remembrance Day Liturgy! 



YEAR 2 NEWS 

This week the children started a mathematical 

investigation involving growing grass hair. The children 

are waiting patiently for the hair to appear so that it can 

be measured. Stay tuned! 

The children are doing a great job learning their 

EduDance item and it has been great to see the progress 

being made from week to week. For the EduDance 

concert, the children need to wear a PLAIN coloured        

t-shirt with their school sport shorts and sport shoes. 

Next week, we welcome Tyler, a year 11 student who will 

be completing a work placement with us for the next two 

weeks. 

Next Tuesday all library books need to be returned. I will 

let you know via your child’s diary if your child has 

overdue library books. 
 

Gina Nickels 

PRE-PRIMARY NEWS 
We have had a very busy week in Pre-Primary! On 

Monday, Mr Devine gave us a very informative talk about 

‘worms’ and their importance in our world. Then we 

investigated our own school worm farm and learnt about 

the correct food to feed our worms. We were able to use 

the worm juice, from our worm farm, to fertilise our 

wonderful vegetable garden! Thank you so much Mr 

Devine! We have so enjoyed listening to all your 

interesting talks this year. The children are very excited 

for their class assembly tomorrow in the undercover area. 

The children will change into their costumes in the 

classroom from 8.30am. All children should be at school 

by 8.40am.  Next Thursday, we will be going on our 

excursion to Kings Park with the Year 2 students. A letter 

regarding the excursion will be sent out on Monday. 

We look forward to seeing all families at our assembly 

tomorrow! 
 

Debbie Hawley & Jen Moore 

SENT HOME WEDNESDAY 14th NOVEMBER 

★ 2019 Book Lists (Kindy - Year 5) 

★ 2019 Term 1 Summer Uniform order form   

(Year 1 - Year 5) 

★ Midland Photographers Year 6 Graduation 2018 

order envelopes. 

REMINDER SEMESTER 2 REPORTS 
 

Parents/Guardians please note it is important that you 

please check your log in for SEQTA Engage as early as 

possible so that you will be able to access your child’s 

report at the end of this term. To do this there are 2 

options; you can either go to the following site: 

https://gibney.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/ or go 

to the school web page  https://www.gibney.wa.edu.au/ 

and click on the SEQTA icon located on the home page 

which will take you to the SEQTA Engage parent portal. 

If you have forgotten your password, please click on the 

forgot your password link and an email will be sent to 

you. If you have forgotten your username then please 

contact the school and we can remind you of your 

username only.  

If you are new to using SEQTA Engage then you will 

receive an email to set up a new log in account.  

If you are having any issues please contact the school. 

Christmas Concert 

Friday, 30th November 
Come along  for a great  

start to the festive season! 

Bring a rug! Bring a picnic! 

Gates open 5.00pm  

Concert begins 6.00pm sharp 



 

Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School  

Presidents Report Parents and Friends Meeting – 14th November 2018  

 

 

Welcome, and thank you for attending the final P&F meeting for the 2018 Calendar year. Typically, we would have an 

AGM to follow, but due to administrative issues in Catholic Education Western Australia, our AGM has been pushed 

back to February 2019.  
 

Since our last meeting we have had some great activity within the school. There are two events I will write about. The 

first was not a P&F activity, but one that has a lot of similar goals to the P&F, the Father and Kids camp. Organised by a 

group of Fathers from the school this event has been running for many years and provides a fun weekend at Nanga 

Bush Camp for Fathers and kids of this school (and siblings in other schools) who wish to have some respite, and a bit 

of fun. It was my first time attending and I was left impressed with the level of organisation for the weekend, as well as 

the co-operation and sense of community with all the dads who attended. After attending I immediately had enthusiasm 

for attending next year and have been encouraging other Fathers to do so when I speak with them. I want to see that 

this event continues for many years. Due to this event contributing to the community within the school, with a less 

engaged group (Fathers) I’d like the P&F to investigate how we can support this event, to make it more accessible, and 

better promoted to the school community.  
 

The second event I wanted to share about was Matthew Gibney Day. I want to thank our group of devoted volunteers 

who ensured the event was well catered for and ran well; another example of great co-operation with the school to 

achieve a great experience for the students and families who could attend. Thank you for the time and efforts given; 

without our volunteers we couldn’t do these events.  
 

Our Secretary, Jo, will not be running for Secretary again next year. I want to thank him for his contributions and efforts 

in the P&F. The P&F Executive had a big change this year with only the Treasurer role being retained and a lot of 

learning was done by all members. It was easier doing so knowing I had earnest team mates, and I will miss Jo on the 

team. I value diversity in thought as I believe it makes us stronger and enables better decisions. I could always count on 

Jo to speak his mind, which to me is a valuable quality. Jo took the lead in organising our information and providing a 

more structured approach towards how we manage our information digitally. Fortunately, Michelle and Natasha have 

assured me they want to continue, so our team will retain a lot of its corporate knowledge, and we can welcome a new 

Secretary in the new year. If you are interested in nominating and would like to find out more, please come and speak 

with me. Again, thank you to Jo.  
 

Looking forward we have one final event on our P&F calendar, the K-6 End of Year concert. This promises to be a great 

way to end the year. Our P&F is offering a ‘Hamburger and Drink’ option to help busy families with getting to the event 

with less to worry about. In advance, I want to say thank you to the volunteers who are helping to get this in place. It’s a 

great initiative to see an opportunity to provide value back to the school community and has been organised in short 

time so we could give notice to the parents in the school who’d like to take up the offer. I’m sure it will help more families 

and help us achieve the goals of the P&F.  
 

Finally, I want to thank Michelle Steward (Vice Chair) and Natasha Alleway (Treasurer) for your efforts this year. Your   

leadership, enthusiasm, passion and hard work made this year a great one for the school. To Mike Feltham, thank you 

for being our P&F Representative to the School Board, which is an important role to ensure great communication.  

To all the parent representatives and other parent volunteers, thank you. Without you we cannot do what we do. To 

Mark, Diane, Karen, and the school, thank you for your continued support in the P&F making a difference to our school 

and community.  
 

Together as a group, we can achieve far more than any one of us can do alone. I’m proud and humbled to be welcomed 

into the community and given a role to play in it.  
 

It’s been a great year and I look forward to an even better one next year.  
 

George Coldham  

President P&F Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School  








