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NEWSLETTER No. 3
21st February 2019

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.
(Ephesians 4:2)

Dear Parents, Friends and Students
On Wednesday evening, the School Board met for the for
the first time this year. Part of the business of the Board
is to elect their own office bearers. I am very pleased to
be able to announce the School Board is as follows:
Chair:
Gavin Hogg
Deputy Chair:
Mike Feltham
Treasurer:
Suraj Karki
Secretary:
Narelle Gielingh
Ex Officio Members:
Mark Powell (Principal)
Father Joseph Rathnaraj
(Parish Priest)
P&F Representative:
George Coldham
Parish Representative: Amber David
General Members:
Diane Scriven (Assistant
Principal)
Karen Keddie (Assistant
Principal)
Keith McCarren
Katie Pillera
Kylie Gray-Scholz
Gareth Healy
I would like to thank these people for so generously
volunteering their time and look forward to their
contributions for the good of our school.
On Wednesday afternoon the school held a Liturgy to
officially recognise the beginning of the new school year.
Our staff were commissioned in their work along with the
Year 6 students who were commissioned in their
leadership work for the year. We also announced our
student leaders who, as I explained in last week’s

newsletter, have been chosen by staff to give further
leadership opportunities. These leaders were chosen by
staff who most reliably display our school values. These
values are:

Faithfulness – chosen students will show strong
Christian witness and regularly ‘Make Jesus Real’
in our school.

Respect for others and school rules

Concern for others

Positivity and Optimism

Show initiative
I am sure that some of our students will be disappointed
at not being selected as a student leader however, we
cannot always receive everything that we like and part of
life is dealing with disappointments such as this. We
congratulate our student leaders, along with all our Year 6
students and trust that they will carry out their
responsibilities seriously in order to make our school a
better place.
The P&F are holding their welcoming event on Friday
22nd February. Specific details were in last week’s
newsletter and were sent home with the eldest child on
Monday. We look forward to seeing many families here
on Friday night.
Our first assembly of the year will be held on Friday 1st
March. The Year 6 class will be hosting this assembly.
All parents and members of our community are invited to
join with us. The assembly will begin at 9:05am and it will
be held in the undercover area.
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The Year 5 students have been creating beautiful artwork using warm & cool colours and patterning!

A reminder to all our families that our school gate opens
at 8:20am. Please do all that you can to not let children
be at school before this time. Supervision of students
begins officially at 8:35am and safety of students cannot
be guaranteed before this time.

Mark Powell

Assistant Principal’s
Religious Education News
LENT 2019
We begin Lent on Wednesday 6th March with our Ash
Wednesday Mass. Pre-Primary to Year 6 will travel to St
Francis of Assisi Church, Maida Vale, for Mass at
9.30am. We warmly welcome you to join with us to begin
your Lenten preparations.
Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and abstinence as are
Fridays throughout Lent.

PRINCIPAL
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Fri 22nd Feb
Fri 1st Mar
Mon 4th Mar
Wed 6th Mar

Welcoming Night 6pm to 9pm
Year 6 Assembly @ 9.05am
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Ash Wednesday Mass at St Francis
of Assisi Church 9.30am
Sat 9th Mar
Sacramental Commitment Mass at
St Francis of Assisi 6.30pm
Sun 10th Mar
Sacramental Commitment Mass at
St Francis of Assisi 8am, 9.30am or
6pm
Mon 11th Mar
PP - Yr 6 Snake Bite Presentation @
9.15am
Wed 13th Mar
Year 3 Liturgy @ 9.05am
Fri 15th Mar
Year 4 Assembly @ 9.05am
Fri 15th Mar
Interschool Cricket Yr 6
Wed 20th Mar
School Open Day Event 4.30 5.30pm
Wed 20th Mar
P & F Meeting @ 7.30pm
Thurs 21st Mar Harmony Day Activities
Fri 22nd Mar
Year 1 Assembly @ 9.05am
Mon 25th Mar
Yr 1 - 6 Professor Maths Incursion
Tues 26th Mar
STUDENTS EARLY FINISH @ 12pm
Tues 26th Mar
Parent/Teacher Meeting 12.30 - 6pm
Wed 27th Mar
Year 5 Mass @ 9.05am
Fri 29th Mar
Cool Pool Morning 9am - 12pm
Wed 3rd Apr
Year 2 Liturgy @ 9.05am
Fri 5th Apr
Easter Play @ 9.05am
Mon 8th Apr - Thurs 11th Apr Year 6 Camp
Thurs 11th Apr END OF TERM 1 FOR STUDENTS
Mon 29th Apr
STUDENTS RETURN TERM 2 2019

Each family will receive a Project Compassion Box next
week in which donations can be made to Caritas.
Throughout the world, Caritas is working with those in
need as well as those affected by natural disasters.
Please keep a look out for the weekly Project
Compassion news highlighting the work of Caritas.
Karen Keddie
Assistant Principal RE

SENT HOME MONDAY
★

Welcome Night flyer & food order form

REMINDER
Tuesday 26th March at
12 Noon for
Parent/Teacher Meetings.

BATTERY RECYCLING
We are very pleased to “do our bit” for
the environment by offering recycling
collection for household batteries. You
can drop your batteries off in the metal
collection bin in the hallway opposite the
Year 3 class room.

YEAR 5 NEWS
Year 5 has had a great start to 2019. We have welcomed
two new students – Bailey and Ruby, and we hope that
their time at Matthew Gibney will be very enjoyable and
rewarding. We have been busy settling into Year 5 and
getting to work. This term we are learning about
Government and Democracy and next week, will actually
participate in an election. We have also been talking
about LEADERSHIP and how we can show leadership in
the many different aspects of our lives. As part of our
Science topic on Space, we have created some beautiful
artworks representing the sun and moon. Our focus was
on using warm and cool colours, and patterning.
Karen Keddie & Jess Bettridge

Friday Giving
Don’t forget our Friday Giving Appeal to
help the needy.
Please bring your donations of canned
foods or non-perishables, etc. to school
for collection each Friday.

MATTHEW GIBNEY CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL
OPEN DAY
Wednesday 20th March 2019
4.30pm to 5.30pm

Dear Parents/Guardians
If you know of any family or friends that might be
interested in their children attending Matthew Gibney
Catholic Primary School in 2019/2020, please invite them
to come along to our Open Day for a tour of our school
and to receive a welcome pack.
All are welcome!

KINDY NEWS
A huge thank you to all Kindy parents for your help and
support over the last few weeks...it has been most
appreciated. We are loving how the children bring in their
own drink and fruit with a friendly hello and the healthy
lunch boxes they are all bringing is amazing. We also
really appreciate how you have all been communicating
with the 3 of us and letting us know if your child is tired or
needs some extra help. Notes and library books have
also been returned on time which makes our job so much
easier! All of this has made a great start to Kindy and
although very tired, all of the children are settling in really
well. Just a reminder that some children still need a family
photo for our “Belonging Tree”.
Saroya Powell, Lucy Marchetti & Sylvie Spadaccini

SCHOOL FEES
The annual account for school fees were sent home last week. Fees
are payable in three instalments, one third payable by 12th April,
second instalment by 5th July and final payment by 27th September.
If you have any difficulties in meeting this commitment by the due
date, please make an appointment to discuss this matter with the
Principal, Mark Powell, as soon as possible.
DIRECT DEBIT
Fees may be paid by direct debit, enabling payments to be spread
over the year, i.e. weekly, fortnightly or monthly. Forms available
from the office.
HEALTH CARE CARD TUITION FEE DISCOUNT SCHEME
Parents who have a Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner
Concession Card are eligible for a discount on their school fees.
Please complete a 2019 Application Form at the school office.

