MATTHEW GIBNEY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
30 Munday Road, High Wycombe WA 6057 Phone: 6216 8400
Email: admin@gibney.wa.edu.au
Website: www.gibney.wa.edu.au

NEWSLETTER No. 6
14th March 2019

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind
and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
(Ephesians 4:31-32)

Dear Parents, Friends and Students
Thank you to all the families who attended the
Sacramental Commitment Masses last weekend. It was
great to see you come along to Mass and show how you
and your child will focus on this preparation period before
receiving the Sacrament. Father Joseph mentioned to me
how nice it was to be able to meet so many families. The
preparation time is an important part of eventually
receiving the Sacrament. The students will spend time
learning about the signs and symbols of the Sacrament,
but, more importantly, how receiving the Sacrament can
have a positive influence their lives.
I encourage all our families to make certain that they have
booked in their parent/teacher interviews that will take
place on Tuesday 26th March. These conversations are
an important reporting tool to parents. Teachers will be
able to explain to you how well your child has settled into
the routines of their new year level along with areas of
strength and areas that need to be improved. Not making
an interview will be a lost opportunity. A reminder to
families that school closes at 12:00pm on this day to
enable teaching staff to meet with all parents in a timely
fashion.
Please be aware of this and make the
appropriate arrangements with regard to the collection of
your child/children on this day.
Congratulations to our Year 3 class and Ms Martinz for
the beautiful way they celebrated the Liturgy of the Word
on Wednesday morning. The theme of the liturgy was
‘Baptism’. Baptism is the first of the Sacraments that we
receive, formalising our relationship with God as he
welcomes us into the Church. Thank you to the many
parents and grandparents who came along and then

stayed for the morning tea. Father Joseph was very
impressed by the students’ behaviour and participation.
All the readers are to be congratulated. Our next liturgy
will take place on Wednesday 20th March. It will be the
Year 5 class Mass. It will start at 9:05am and will be held
in the Sacred Space. All parents and members of our
community are invited to join with us and then stay for the
morning tea that will follow.
On Wednesday 20th March the school will be holding an
Open Afternoon. It will be held between 4:30pm-5:30pm.
The Open Afternoon will be an opportunity for prospective
families to have a tour of the school and ask questions
about the academic programmes that we offer. If you
know of anyone who is considering sending their child to
Matthew Gibney, please encourage them to come along.
The school will be holding an Open Afternoon once per
term and our next one will take place on Wednesday 19th
June.
The students are diligently rehearsing for our annual
Easter Play. Under the direction of Mrs Aldred, the
students are busy learning lines, songs and dances. Our
Easter Play is a special part of our school life and each
year the students do a fantastic job of bringing the Easter
story to life. The Easter play will take place on Friday 5th
April. It will begin at 9:15am and it will be held in the
undercover area. All parents and members of our
community are invited to attend.

Mark Powell
PRINCIPAL
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The Year 2 children have been writing their Lenten promises.

Onyx

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Assistant Principal’s
Religious Education News

Fri 15th Mar
Fri 15th Mar
Wed 20th Mar

Year 4 Assembly @ 9.05am
Interschool Cricket Yr 6
School Open Day Event 4.30 5.30pm
Wed 20th Mar
P & F Meeting @ 7.30pm
Thurs 21st Mar Harmony Day Activities
Fri 22nd Mar
Year 1 Assembly @ 9.05am
Tues 26th Mar
STUDENTS EARLY FINISH @ 12pm
Tues 26th Mar
Parent/Teacher Meeting 12.30 - 6pm
Wed 27th Mar
Year 5 Mass @ 9.05am
Fri 29th Mar
Cool Pool Morning 9am - 12pm
Wed 3rd Apr
Year 2 Liturgy @ 9.05am
Fri 5th Apr
Easter Play @ 9.05am
Mon 8th Apr - Thurs 11th Apr Year 6 Camp
Thurs 11th Apr END OF TERM 1 FOR STUDENTS
Mon 29th Apr
STUDENTS RETURN TERM 2 2019

REMINDER
Tuesday 26th March at
12 Noon for
Parent/Teacher Meetings.
SENT HOME WEDNESDAY
★

Entertainment Membership flyer (eldest)
SENT HOME TODAY

★

P&F Easter Raffle flyer (eldest)

YEAR 4 NEWS
The children are looking forward to their assembly on
Friday. They have worked so well as a group this week,
preparing for their assembly. The children are able to
wear free dress for their assembly, but will need to
remember to bring their sports uniform to school to
change into. It would be best if children could wear shoes
that are comfortable as they will be dancing. I look
forward to seeing you at tomorrow’s assembly.
Last week the children designed their Leprechaun traps
and presented them to their peers. The traps were well
planned and all children worked very well with their
partners. The photos and presentations will be uploaded
to seesaw tomorrow.
Joanne Brescacin

COOL POOL MORNING REMINDER
Permission slips due back by Friday 22nd March.

PROJECT COMPASSION WEEK 2
Tati is a Dayak woman, living in a remote forest of West
Kalimantan, Indonesia, with her husband and two of her
three children. Her two youngest children go to school
nearby while her 19 year old son lives in a rented room
close his school 60 kilometres
away. Tati’s Dayak culture is
deeply linked to the rainforest
and her family has relied on it
for sustenance for generations.
Over the last few years,
communities which depend on
the native forests have seen
them shrink, along with vital
habitats for endangered orangutans, rhinos and tigers.
Caritas Australia, with its partners Caritas Indonesia –
KARINA and the Diocesan Caritas are working with local
communities
to
develop
alternative
sustainable
livelihoods, by training them in eco-tourism activities.
Before Tati joined the Caritas program, she and her
husband mainly earned their income from rubber tapping
and raising chickens.
Now, Tati has increased her family income ten times over
by cooking for tourists and making souvenirs. Her
community is also developing a strong financial base so
that it can manage its own land. “I hope to continue living
with fresh air, clear water, protected forest,” Tati says,
“and to be able to pay for my children’s education and
that my grandchildren can still enjoy the forest.”
SACRAMENTAL COMMITMENT MASSES 2019
Congratulations to all our children in Years 3 – 6 who are
receiving a Sacrament this year. We had an outstanding
attendance at the Sacramental Commitment Masses, last
weekend. A reminder that if your child did not attend a
Mass last weekend, they must attend a Parish Mass in
the next few weeks and present their Commitment Form
to Father Joseph.
Karen Keddie
Assistant Principal RE

SCHOOL FEES
Fees are payable in three instalments, one third payable by 12th
April, second instalment by 5th July and final payment by 27th
September.
If you have any difficulties in meeting this commitment by the due
date, please make an appointment to discuss this matter with the
Principal, Mark Powell, as soon as possible.
DIRECT DEBIT
Fees may be paid by direct debit, enabling payments to be spread
over the year, i.e. weekly, fortnightly or monthly. Forms available
from the office.
HEALTH CARE CARD TUITION FEE DISCOUNT SCHEME
Parents who have a Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner
Concession Card are eligible for a discount on their school fees.
Please complete a 2019 Application Form at the school office.

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS
Parent/Teacher Interview instruction letter was sent home
last Thursday with the eldest child. The
event code for parents was sent via SMS
and Email last Thursday.
PLEASE DO NOT SHARE THIS EVENT
CODE AND INFORMATION ON SOCIAL MEDIA.
Bookings must be finalised by 4.00p.m. Friday 22nd
March 2019 .

CANTEEN NEWS
In celebration of Easter the Canteen will be
holding an “Easter Egg Hunt” placing a
surprise egg token randomly into lunch bags
when you place your order. This will run
each week until Easter.
To redeem your egg token, just bring it to
the Canteen at morning recess or lunch.

Happy Hunting!

MOMO Challenge and YOU TUBE
It has come to our attention at school that a disturbing
YOU TUBE video has been circulating. The video has
also been spread by users on Facebook and other media
outlets as well as being embedded in You Tube clips. A
character appears and directs children to perform unsafe
challenges, this is known as the “Momo Challenge”.
The school has internet filters that would prevent the
viewing of any such video and the teachers are vigilant to
any student viewing or having viewed these videos. As
access to You Tube at home is likely to be unrestricted,
we ask that parents are extra aware of what their children
are watching on the computer.
Please click HERE to read a statement from the
Australian Government Office of
the eSafety
Commissioner regarding the Momo Challenge.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-the-office/newsroom/
media-releases/statement-esafety-advice-on-the-momochallenge

CANTEEN ROSTER
Fri 15th Mar

Saroya P & Sylvia S
Sasha T

Tues 19th Mar
Fri 22nd Mar

Natalie F & Kristie T

P & F Meetings Term 1 2019

BATTERY RECYCLING
We are very pleased to “do our bit” for
the environment by offering recycling
collection for household batteries. You
can drop your batteries off in the metal
collection bin in the hallway opposite the
Year 3 class room.

Congratulations Year 2 on being awarded the
Junior Year Sports Award!

Wednesday 20th March @ 7.30pm

PRE-PRIMARY NEWS
This week, we have started exploring the map of the
world and the names of the continents. Next week, we will
find out where our families come from, using our family
photos and the world map. We have also been discussing
our Lenten promises as well as having some detailed
discussions about ‘The Easter Story’ and in particular,
‘Why was Judas such a bad friend’!
This afternoon, I placed the ‘Parent Helper Roster’ for the
rest of this term, on the notice board outside the
classroom and we look forward to welcoming our parents/
carers into our classroom each week. Next week, we will
begin presenting our ‘News’ as part of our oral language
curriculum. Tomorrow, the children will be given letters
regarding ‘News Telling in PP’ as well as a letter
informing parents/carers of each child’s news day. Please
do not hesitate to contact us if you require more details
about the above–mentioned information. I would like to
remind parents and carers that students are not permitted
to play in the sand-pits, on the play equipment or in the
nature garden before or after school. Have a great week!
Debbie Hawley & Jen Moore

MATTHEW GIBNEY CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL
OPEN DAY

Parents & Friends Association
Agenda item request for meeting - Wednesday 20th
March @ 7.30pm.

Wednesday 20th March 2019
4.30pm to 5.30pm

Please submit your Agenda item request either through
the Skoolbag app - eForms - P&F Meeting Agenda
Items or through the Matthew Gibney website
http://web.gibney.wa.edu.au/pandf.html
You must attend the meeting if you wish to submit
an agenda item.

KINDY ENROLMENTS 2020
(eligible date of birth 1 July 2015
to 30 June 2016).
Our Kindy enrolment interviews will take place in
Term Two. If you have a family member or

Dear Parents/Guardians
If you know of any family or friends that might be
interested in their children attending Matthew Gibney
Catholic Primary School in 2019/2020, please invite them
to come along to our Open Day for a tour of our school
and to receive a welcome pack.
All are welcome!

friend who would like their child to come to

Friday Giving

Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School,
applications are available from the office or you
can download one from our website.
www.gibney.wa.edu.au

Don’t forget our Friday Giving Appeal to
help the needy.
Please bring your donations of canned
foods or non-perishables, etc. to school
for collection each Friday.

THE EASTER RAFFLE
We are collecting donations for our
EASTER RAFFLE
(Eggs, cellophane, baskets & all things Easter etc.)
Please leave all donations at the office
by Monday the 1st of April.
Drawn on Friday 5th of April 2019
At our

EASTER ASSEMBLY
Lots of prizes to be won
Tickets will be sent home with your children soon
$2.00 for 5 tickets

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE
ENCOUNTER 2019:
ATTENTION PARENTS:
Rekindle your love for one another away
from everyday distractions. What better way to celebrate
the gift of your unique love than to make time to focus on
each other and your marriage. Consider attending a
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER weekend to
renew those feelings you had during your first few years
together. We invite you to join us on our next Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend 5-7 April 2019 or 26-28
July 2019 to be held in Mandurah.
For more information or booking contact:
Valerie & Brendon on 0424 220 625
Email: WAbookings@wwme.org.au
Website: www.wwme.org.au

