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26th September 2019 

Dear Parents, Friends and Students 
 

It seems that this term has just sped past in a flash.  It is 

already the end of term 3 with only one term to go before 

the end of the year. We have achieved a lot this term.  Our 

school was recognised for its outstanding performances in 

the Catholic Schools Performing Arts Festival by winning 

two shields. On Friday we won the Interschool Athletics 

Carnival for the very first time in the school’s history – an 

outstanding performance by our interschool team. Both of 

these show the outstanding dedication of staff who prepare 

the students for each of these events and of the students 

who work so hard to do their very best. We should be very 

proud of what we have achieved and look forward to further 

success in the future. 
 

As mentioned above, winning the Interschool Athletics 

Carnival for the very first time is an outstanding 

accomplishment. Miss Andersen and the interschool team 

have been practising their team events for some time now 

and their reward was the great results they reached on the 

day. I would like to thank and congratulate Miss Andersen 

for all her hard work in preparing the team and to the 

students for trying so hard.  A big thank you to our P&F who 

worked tirelessly beforehand and, on the day, to ensure that 

lunches were received on time and that refreshments were 

available. I would also like to thank our large army of 

supporters who came along to cheer the team on. 
 

Mrs Keddie will be taking long service leave in Term 4.  We 

wish her a very relaxing and well-earned break and we look 

forward to welcoming her back in 2020.  Miss Andersen and 

Ms Bettridge will be working with the Year 5 class during 

Term 4. 
 

A reminder to all our families that this week is the last week 

of winter uniform. All students form Years 1-6 will need to 

wear their summer uniform next term. Thank you to our 

parents who show their support for our uniform policy by 

ensuring that students are in correct uniform each day.  

Please remember to let your child’s class teacher know if 

you child is out of uniform for any reason and the length of 

time before this is remedied. 
 

I would also like to remind all our families of the procedure 

that we have in place before school. All students from Years 

1-6, whether they are with an adult or not, need to wait in 

the undercover area if they arrive at school before 8:35am. 

Once the doors are opened, students can then move to their 

classrooms. Just because an adult is with a child does not 

mean that they can wait in front of classroom doors.  We 

thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 

I would like to remind our families that all play equipment is 

out of bounds both before and after school, particularly in 

the Pre-primary/Kindy playground. We would appreciate it if 

you could remind your children to not go on any of the play 

equipment at these times. 
 

A reminder to all our families that the last day of school for 

this term is Thursday 26th September. Friday 27th 

September is a pupil free day.  The staff will be spending 

the day working with the Aboriginal Education Team 

developing an Aboriginal Education plan for our school. 
 

Thank you to all our parents who have helped out in many 

different ways this term. We always appreciate your support 

and without your help, many of the activities that we have 

planned would simply not happen. I hope that you all enjoy 

your break away from school routine and that your children 

have an opportunity to rest and recharge their batteries. We 

look forward to welcoming you all back to school on Monday 

14th October. 
 

 

Mark Powell 
PRINCIPAL 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God. 
(Ephesians 2:8) 

Lexie 

GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS 

In year one we have learnt about recycling. We made Bird feeders by recycling milk cartons! 

Alicia Brody  Sienna Rocco Ben S 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY    

 

Thurs 26th Sept END OF TERM 3 FOR STUDENTS 

Fri 27th Sept PUPIL FREE DAY 

Mon 14th Oct STUDENTS RETURN TERM 4 2019 

Mon 21st Oct Reconciliation Retreat Day &   

   Practice 

Tues 22nd Oct First Reconciliation Ceremony  

   5.30pm 

Wed 23rd Oct P & F Meeting @ 7.30pm 

Fri 25th Oct  MATTHEW GIBNEY DAY 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

FRIDAY 27th  

SEPTEMBER 

SENT HOME WEDNESDAY 25th SEPTEMBER 

★ Uniform Order forms current PP (Year 1 2020)  

★ Uniform Order forms Yrs 1 - 5 (Term 1 2020) 

Assistant Principal’s  

Religious Education News 

 

Reconciliation 2019 

Last night we held our two Student Parent Workshops.  

There was lots of great conversation and reflection on the 

Sacrament Penance. Many thanks to Mrs Theseira 

(Parish RE Coordinator) and Ms Martinz for helping to 

facilitate the workshops. Please continue to pray for all 

our students who will receive the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for the first time on Tuesday 25th October. 
  

All Saints Mass 

Friday 1st November St Francis of Assisi Church, Maida 

Vale 9.30am.  This is a whole school Mass and all family 

and friends are very welcome to attend and celebrate the 

Saints of our Church. 
 

Karen Keddie 

Assistant Principal RE 

P & F NEWS 

The P&F would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

parents and community for their continued support over 

the last few years. Because of the generosity of so many 

people we have been able to raise a staggering $99,000 

over the last 5 years. Almost a third of these funds were 

from our extremely successful fair that was held in 2016. 

Each fundraising event also helps bring in a substantial 

amount ensuring the P&F can always help out when 

asked to donate new items for our school.  
 

These incredible fundraising events have been able to 

help pay for the year 6 camp that is held each year. We 

have been able to donate money each year for the 3 very 

important sacraments that are held. We were also able to 

give generously when it came to our schools 25th birth-

day celebrations with the mosaic tiles that you will see as 

you walk through our school gates. This was a whole 

school project and each child helped make these tiles.  
 

On top of this in 2017 we were able to donate $15,000 for 

new iPads for the school. As well as donating almost 

$25,000 in 2017/2018 for new reading books. This has 

helped update the books that all of our kids will be read-

ing. We have also been able to help update the sporting 

equipment in the year 1 and 2 area, giving them some 

new and fun things to play with. 
 

So again the P&F thank you for all of your time and con-

tinued support, we look forward to continuing our fund-

raising efforts and being able to give back to the school.  

 

P&F Committee 

SPORTS NEWS 
Champions! That is exactly how the Matthew Gibney 

Interschool Athletics team portrayed themselves 

throughout the entire day, whether they won the 

event or not. The team that I could constantly hear 

cheering, and cheering the loudest, Matthew Gibney. 

The team that was ready for every event, displayed 

high skill and knew all the rules- Matthew Gibney and 

the team that supported one another while displaying 

sportsmanship to other schools- Matthew Gibney. 

Each member should feel very proud of their contri-

bution to our overall score, as I am so proud of their 

efforts before and during the day which led to a truly 

deserving win. Congratulations, Matthew Gibney In-

terschool Team, led proudly by Ben and Frankie! I’m 

looking very forward to next year and building our 

strong team.  

 

Shannon Andersen 

UNIFORM CENTRE NEWS 
Please note: Uniform Centre  day changes next Term. 

From Week 1 to Week 4 the Uniform Centre will be open 

on Thursday’s from 8.15 to 9.15am instead of Friday’s. 

From Week 5 the Uniform Centre will be back to opening 

on Friday’s. Apologies for any inconvenience this may 

cause. 



YEAR 2 NEWS 

We had a great start to the final week of Term3, when we 
went to the Kalamunda History Village with Pre-Primary. 
The children got to see and try many things from the past 
including watching fruit being graded on a machine, 
having a go at using a wash board to clean clothes, 
playing old fashioned games, dressing up, using a 
typewriter and walking through an olden day’s home. 
Thanks to the parent helpers for all their assistance and 
special thanks to Mrs Hawley for organising the 
excursion. It was a wonderful introduction to our past and 
present topic. 

We have learnt more about the many types of work that 
people do in families, the Church and the community. The 
children made a plasticine model of a community worker 
that they wanted to thank God for. We also looked at the 
ways Jesus worked as a storyteller, spreading God’s love 
and as a carpenter. 

Our week also ended on a fun note as we participated in 
the Smart Start incursion where we got to learn more 
about using money for our needs and wants. We also 
took part in the Team Colours Day. Our classroom 
certainly looked very colourful! Well done, for helping to 
raise money for the missions. Another amazing example 
of Making Jesus Real at Matthew Gibney! 

Wishing everyone a very safe and fun holiday! 

Gina Nickels 

PRE-PRIMARY NEWS 

We finished off Term 3 with a variety of exciting activities. 

On Monday we joined the Year 2 students on an 

excursion to the Kalamunda History Village. The children 

were able to experience ‘Life in the Olden Days’ in many 

different ways and, in particular, the fruit grader called 

‘Lightning!’ Thank you to all our parent helpers who joined 

us on this excursion. On Tuesday we had a visit from our 

Year 5 buddies and we shared our afternoon ‘star group’ 

activities with them. On Wednesday we attended an 

incursion called ‘Start Smart’. This was presented by the 

Commonwealth Bank. The children learnt some 

interesting facts about our money as well as learning 

about, and recognising, our ‘needs and wants!’ Thank you 

to Mrs Nickels for organising this very valuable incursion. 

Consequently, the Pre Primary children are very ready for 

a holiday after another busy term! The children have 

worked very hard and they should be proud of all their 

efforts. We wish you all very safe and happy holidays! 
 

 

Debbie Hawley & Jen Moore 

CANTEEN NEWS 

The Canteen is in URGENT need of volunteers for 

Tuesdays and Fridays. If you can spare a few hours 

on either day that would be great (on Tuesday I only 

need someone until recess). If you would like to 

volunteer please either see Lisa (Weeks 1-4 of Term 

4) at the Canteen or the admin office.  

Thank you in anticipation. 
 

Alison Honter 

Canteen 

Parents & Friends Association 

Agenda item request for meeting - Wednesday 23rd 

October @ 7.30pm. 

Please submit your Agenda item request either through 

the Skoolbag app -  eForms - P&F Meeting Agenda 

Items or through the Matthew Gibney website  

http://web.gibney.wa.edu.au/pandf.html 

You must attend the meeting if you wish to submit 

an agenda item. 

P & F Meetings Term 4 2019 
 

Wednesday 23rd October @ 7.30pm 

Wednesday 20th November @ 7.30pm 
 

Annual Community Meeting 
Wednesday 27th November @ 7pm 

YEAR 6 NEWS 

It has been a busy last week for term 3 in the Year 6 

classroom. We have been doing our review for History, 

Science, Mathematics and Spelling. Students have been 

performing very well in their review after lots of revision! 

This week we had the author, Diane Guntrip, come in to 

speak about her novel ‘Dear H’, which focuses on a 

student who gets bullied at school and what she can do in 

her situation. We also had Smart Start from 

Commonwealth come out to help students think of 

exciting ways to ‘See, Earn and Save’ their money. Year 

Sixes have lots of interesting business idea plans for the 

future ahead of them.  

All students went home with some spelling words and 

sounds to practise over the holidays to ensure they show 

progression in their stage or move up and retain their 

knowledge from term to term.  

I hope you all have a safe and fun break and I look 

forward to see you all in your very last term at Matthew 

Gibney.  
 

Christina Zurzolo 

WOOLWORTHS DISCOVERY GARDEN 
Do you shop at Woolworths and  do not want to 

collect the free seedlings from Woolworths  

Discovery Garden?  

If so our Kindy class would really appreciate the 

seedlings for their garden.  

If you would like to donate your seedlings please 

drop them off at the Admin Office.  

Thank you. 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.organicschools.com.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FCanteen%2Fschool-canteen.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.organicschools.com.au%2Fcanteen%2F&docid=FJchp71uCDGBbM&tbnid=-klwi9R3IAF_tM%3A&w=380&h=249&ei







