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NEWSLETTER  No. 2 
14th February 2020 

Dear Parents, Friends, Students and Staff 

 

The business of school is well and truly in full swing now 

that we are into the second week of the term.  I have 

been visiting classrooms this week to observe the 

students at work.  It has been most pleasing to see the 

students challenged in their work environment, applying 

themselves to their various learning tasks and engaging 

with their teachers and peers in a positive way.  Reading 

books have started to go home, and homework tasks 

have begun to be set. As discussed at the Parent 

Information Evening reading is a homework priority.  It is 

essential that all students read at home each evening.  

For some students reading will involve them reading 

independently or aloud to an adult or older sibling.  For 

the younger students reading may involve an adult or 

older sibling reading aloud and sharing books and stories 

together. Students who read for twenty to thirty minutes 

each day have proven increased success at school and 

their improvement gains are far higher than for those who 

read for less than 20 minutes daily.  One of the greatest 

support parents can offer the teachers is to turn off 

electronic devices and give your child at least 20 minutes 

of your undivided attention each day during reading time.  

Reading creates interest in the world and sparks 

imagination.  With your help we look forward to seeing all 

our students become engaged readers who have the best 

chance possible of gaining high levels of reading 

achievement. 
 

This week we commissioned our Year Six student leaders 

into their various roles.  All Year Six students have a 

leadership responsibility and, I am pleased to say, that 

they have accepted their responsibilities admirably so far 

this term.  Leadership is a privilege.  It is a privilege that 

we confidently give to our senior students.  The staff are 

confident that these students will continue to display and 

develop Christian leadership, as they model Christ in their 

words, actions and attitudes throughout the school this 

term.   
 

Lord God, as we reflect on the leadership of your Son, 

Jesus, we ask you to guide our Year Six students as they 

imitate his example and become true and honest leaders 

for the Matthey Gibney School community.  Help our Year 

Six students use their gifts to faithfully demonstrate 

leadership as they work together with each other and the 

school staff to be excellent examples for all who attend 

our school.   We make this prayer to you through      

Christ, our Lord. 
 

In addition to the leadership roles that all Year Six 

students will have in 2020, we congratulate the following 

students who have been elected by staff and students for 

the following roles: 
 

Student Leaders: Chloe Otness, Lachlan Magill, Emily 

Healy, Jasmine Gielingh , Mai Van den Dries, Declan 

Jenkins. 
 

Faction Leaders           

Carson:  Harrison Alleway & Zoe Glisenti      

Russell:  Mikayla Sharp & Aden Van Nus      

Durkin:   Ethan Moore & Matilda Tormey     

Turner:  Hannah Argyle & Yumi Cruz 
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Here is the Year Five Scoop! 

Sophie Megan Romeo Reagan Cruz 

At Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School, we recognise our role in supporting parents as the primary 

educators of their children and thus believe that strong connections between parents, school and parish are 

essential.  The quality of these connections requires respect for the individual, honouring the dignity of each 

other and reverence for our faith.  Our aspiration is therefore to be a place where, 

Every child has the opportunity to learn successfully, to live faithfully and to respect the dignity of others. 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY    

Wed 19th Feb P&F Meeting @ 7.30pm 

Fri 21st Feb  Year 5 Assembly 

Fri 21st Feb  P&F Welcoming Night @ 6.00pm 

Mon 24th Feb Super Circus Incursion PP - Yr 6 

Wed 26th Feb Ash Wednesday Mass at St Francis 

   of Assisi Church 9.30am 

Fri 28th Feb PUPIL FREE DAY 

Mon 2nd Mar PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

Fri 6th Mar  Year 3 Assembly 

Sat 7th Mar  Sacramental Commitment Mass at  

   St Francis of Assisi @ 6.30pm 

Sun 8th Mar Sacramental Commitment Mass at  

   St Francis of Assisi @ 9.30am  

   or 6.00pm  

Fri 13th Mar Year 2 Assembly 

Wed 18th Mar Cool Pool Morning 9am - 12pm 

Wed 18th Mar P & F Meeting @ 7.30pm 

Thurs 19th Mar Harmony Day Activities 

Fri 20th Mar Year 6 Cricket Carnival 

Fri 20th Mar Pre-Kindy / Kindy Open Morning &  

   School Tour 9.00 - 10.30 

Wed 25th Mar Year 6 Mass 

Thurs 26th Mar Minnie Vinnies Cake Stall 

Fri 27th Mar Pre-Primary Assembly 

Tues 31st Mar Early School Close @ 12 Noon  

  Parent/Teacher Interviews 12.30 - 6.00pm 

Wed 1st Apr Year 1 Liturgy 

Fri 3rd Apr  Easter Play 

Mon 6th Apr - Thurs 9th Apr   Year 6 Camp 

Thurs 9th Apr END OF TERM 1 FOR STUDENTS 

Fri 10th Apr  GOOD FRIDAY 

Sat 11th Apr EASTER SATURDAY 

Sun 12th Apr EASTER SUNDAY 

Tues 28th Apr STUDENTS RETURN TERM 2 2020 

P & F Meetings Term 1 2020 
 

Wednesday 19th February @ 7.30pm 

Wednesday 18th March @ 7.30pm 

SENT HOME WEDNESDAY 12th FEBRUARY 

★ Welcoming Night sausage sizzle order form 

Audio Visual Team: Cate Pescud, Makayla Wood, 

Julian Siena, Cooper Sims  
  

Our first major event for the year is the P&F Welcome 

Night on Friday 28th February commencing at 6.00pm.  

Please come along to this event to welcome new families 

to our community and to reconnect with friends after the 

holiday period.  My thanks to the P&F and the Year Six 

Class Representatives for organising the Welcome Night.  

A flier about the night accompanies this newsletter.  

There will be plenty of activities for the children to enjoy 

and food will be available to purchase.  Parents are 

reminded that child supervision during the evening is their 

responsibility.  
 

Our first Parents and Friends and Board Meeting for the 

term will be held on Wednesday 19th February.  My 

sincerest thanks to the Board and P&F executive 

members for 2020.  I look forward to working with you for 

the benefit of our students during the year.  All parents 

are welcome to come long to the P&F Meeting.  The 

meetings provide an opportunity for parents to add their 

ideas for school improvement, especially in relation to 

community building.  It is important that as many parents 

as possible can contribute to the decision-making 

processes that are relevant to the Parents and Friends.  If 

you have not attended a meeting in the past, then I 

encourage you to consider coming along and assisting us 

to continue to improve and develop our lovely school for 

the benefit of all. 
 

The first assembly for the year will be led by the Year 

Five students on Friday 21st February. Once again, 

parents and friends are invited to come along.  
 

Best wishes for the week ahead. 
 

Therese Hussey 

Principal 

Commissioning Ceremony 



Friday Giving 

Don’t forget our Friday Giving Appeal to 

help the needy. 

Please bring your donations of canned 

foods or non-perishables, etc. to school 

for collection each Friday. 

YEAR 3 NEWS 

 

The children are settling well into their new classroom 

and they are adapting to their new routines with ease! We 

would like to welcome a new student to Year 3- Jesirah 

Smith. We hope you feel part of our Matthew Gibney 

family very soon, Jesirah! Thank you to all the parents 

who attended our parent information meeting last 

Wednesday and I hope it gave you a clearer insight into 

‘Life in Year 3 this year!’ I sent home the information 

booklet to those who were not able to attend. Please see 

me if you need any clarification of ‘Year 3 routines!’ Our 

Year 3 parent reps are Jodie Capobianco and Esther 

Robertson. Thank you ladies for volunteering for this role. 

Reading and spelling homework was sent home on 

Monday. Some children have needed more clarification 

with their homework throughout this week. However, 

please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 

further questions. I would encourage parents to sign up to 

‘SEESAW’ as it is a convenient way for notices to be sent 

as well as having an effective way of communication 

concerning your child’s progress. Have a great week! 
 

Debbie Hawley 

YEAR 4 NEWS 

Welcome Back! The children have made an awesome 

start to the year. We have been working on classroom 

relationships and how important it is for all of us to watch 

out for each other and be respectful. 

Yesterday the children participated in the commissioning 

liturgy and eagerly watched on to see our Year Six 

students receive their student council badges. 

On Friday the children will bring their books home to be 

covered in clear contact. If you some reason or another 

you cannot manage to get them covered please ensure 

that they are ALL sent back ready for work on Monday.  

All children are starting to get excited about the P&F 

Welcoming Night on Friday 21st February. I look forward 

to seeing you there. 

A quick reminder that Year Four have their class liturgy 

on Wednesday 11th March. 
 

Joanne Brescacin 

YEAR 2 NEWS 

Welcome back! The children are settling into Year 2 with 

great ease and are learning the new routines very quickly. 

Many thanks to all those who were able to attend the 

Parent Information Evening last week. 

We have started taking about Places and this week we 

talked about the suburbs that we live in. The children 

have started a ‘Me on the Map’ activity which we will add 

to over the term to help develop the understanding that 

we are connected to many places. 
 

Gina Nickels 

SPORTS NEWS 
It was a hot and humid start for PE in week 1. To keep 

cool, we focused on reviewing rules in a sporting 

environment, team work and positive communication 

while also revising some fundamental movement skills 

involving hand eye coordination and reaction time. We 

did all of this while having fun using simple pool noodles, 

balloons and bubbles. It was so great to see so many 

students attend the first running club session, in 

preparation for the cross country carnival in term 2, also 

for general fitness and what better way to start the day!  

 

Kind Regards 

Shannon Andersen  

RUNNING CLUB 

WHEN: Every Friday morning Term 1. Everyone 

  is welcome 

WHERE: Please wait patiently at the front gate. 

  Meet Miss Andersen in the undercover 

  area, leave your school bag there. 

TIME:  8.00-8.30am Friday. When finished 

  please get a drink, go to the toilet and 

  to class to get ready for the day. 

Please bring your drink bottle to training 



CANTEEN NEWS 
 

Term 1 Canteen Menu was sent home last week. 

Please note unfortunately there has been some price 

increases to certain items. Menu items that contain 

“salad” i.e.: lettuce, tomato, carrot must be sold as is 

with the salad, as this follows the guidelines outlined 

by the State Government. 

The Canteen is still in need of volunteers, please 

return your forms asap if you can help.  
 

Thank you. 
  

Alison Honter 

Canteen Manager 

YEAR 6 NEWS 

What a busy start in Year 6 for the 2020 Leavers! 

Congratulations to all the year 6 students for receiving 

their student councillor badge on Wednesday and the 

people who have also received a badge of recognition. All 

students have shown great responsibility towards their 

council roles and are also making sure everyone is 

accountable for their job.  

Can students please make sure they arrive at school 

when the doors open to complete their morning job in 

time.  

In class we have done lots of place value tasks and are 

now working on addition strategies to help with mental 

computation. Students are loving creating their own 

numbers into the millions and billions using one of the 

strategies modelled in class.  

Next week, we will be starting our oral presentations on 

‘All about me’.  
 

Christina Zurzolo 

PRE-PRIMARY NEWS 

What a fantastic start to the year we have had! Everyone 

has settled in beautifully and we are all trying hard to 

learn about the new rules and expectations of the Pre-

Primary classroom. This week we have begun our formal 

curriculum learning and have already learnt some very big 

words like ‘phonemes’ and have also begun looking at 

how to blend phonemes together to make words! We 

have jumped right into studying the weather in Science 

and are super busy enjoying all the literacy, numeracy 

and HASS investigations in our room. We are looking 

forward to a very enjoyable and productive year. Parents, 

if you haven’t done so already please could you make 

sure you are connected to your child’s Seesaw journal. If 

you need another code, please don’t hesitate in asking us 

for a new one.  
 

Felicity Martinz & Jen Moore 

 REMINDER 

Tuesday 31st March at  

12 Noon for             

Parent/Teacher Meetings. 

Parents & Friends Association 

Agenda item request for meeting - Wednesday 19th 

February @ 7.30pm. 

Please submit your Agenda item request either through 

the Skoolbag app -  eForms - P&F Meeting Agenda 

Items or through the Matthew Gibney website  

http://web.gibney.wa.edu.au/pandf.html 

You must attend the meeting if you wish to submit 

an agenda item. 

PRE-KINDY NEWS 
 

Thank you so much to all of you for the support you have 

shown us as we introduce and settle your children into 

our pre-kindy environment, it has been most appreciated. 

The children have settled amazingly well and have 

experienced many different activities but I think by far, 

opening their lunch boxes is still one of their favourites.  

Please bring in a family photo to be placed on our  

“Belonging Tree”. It need not be fancy or any particular 

size. 

Thank you so much again, please don’t hesitate to see us 

if you have any questions or concerns whether they be 

big or small! 
. 

Regards, 

Saroya & Susan 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.organicschools.com.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FCanteen%2Fschool-canteen.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.organicschools.com.au%2Fcanteen%2F&docid=FJchp71uCDGBbM&tbnid=-klwi9R3IAF_tM%3A&w=380&h=249&ei


 

 

 

 
 

St Norbert College is holding its annual Open Day 

on Friday 6 March 2020 and we would be grateful if 

you could kindly include the following notice in your 

Newsletter over the next couple of weeks.   

 

   OPEN DAY 

FRIDAY 6 MARCH 2020 

St Norbert College warmly invites prospective stu-

dents and their parents to tour our excellent Col-

lege, its contemporary facilities and extensive 

grounds. Tours will be conducted at 9.00am and 

1.00pm. 

 

Enrolments for Year 7 in 2022 

We will commence our enrolments for 2022. Appli-

cation forms may be obtained by phoning the Enrol-

ment Officer, Mrs Hughes on 9350 5433. 



HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 

Opportunity for students and their families 

to experience a foreign culture first hand, 

be exposed to a language at home, 

develop friendships that last a lifetime, 

rediscover and share the beauty of Australia. 
 

In May, July & August this year we will be welcoming a 

new group of exchange students from all over the world. 

These students are really excited to live with an Aussie 

host family, attend a local school for 3, 5 or 10 months 

and live like a local. 
 

Welcoming an overseas exchange student into your 

home is a very rewarding experience. Host families help 

provide students with the chance to experience life in 

Australia. It’s a great way to develop language skills, 

share your stories and establish a lifelong link to a family 

overseas. 
 

If you can help by hosting one of these students or if 

you know someone who may be suitable, please 

contact me as soon as possible. 

Sandra Harders 

Host Family Placement Manager  

www.studentexchange.org.au 

Hosting - An Experience for Life  

http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2df3sms/737445/616dd1fkg.html

