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NEWSLETTER  No. 3 
21st February 2020 

Dear Parents, Friends, Staff and Students 

The difference between a regular school and a thriving 

school is the interaction, involvement and presence of a 

wider community that exists alongside the staff and 

students. At Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School I 

have been thrilled to see the presence of parents and 

grandparents at the school, both informally as they drop 

off and collect their children from school and, more 

formally as they participate in classroom rosters, change 

reading books and help out in the canteen.  As a school 

community, working together to ensure the best possible 

environment for all our children, it is essential that we look 

for as many opportunities as possible to involve our 

parents and grandparents.  The Parents and Friends 

Association is a perfect opportunity for parents to have 

their say and be involved in the school.  The P&F met for 

their first meeting of the year this week.  It was clear that 

the parent body have a wealth of ideas to continue to 

improve our school.  I am most grateful to our P&F 

executive body and the parent representatives for looking 

for opportunities for parents to be involved in the life of 

the school. 

I am looking forward to meeting parents at the annual 

Welcome Night this evening.  I am most grateful to the 

Year Six & Year One parent representatives for 

organising the evening, along with the helpers from a 

variety of year levels.  It promises to be a fun filled night 

with a range of activities to keep the children occupied.  

Please come along, even for a short time, to join in the 

fun and mix with other families at the school.  Parents are 

reminded that it is their responsibility to supervise their 

own children during the evening. We need to make sure 

everyone is kept safe.  

The first School Board Meeting for 2020 was held earlier 

this week.  The School Board Chair, Mr Gavin Hogg, 

guides a dedicated group of parent and parish 

representatives as they work together to drive the 

strategic direction and offer advice and support on 

financial and business operational matters for the school.   

I am most grateful to all board members for their 

commitment to the Matthew Gibney School Board this 

year and look forward to working together for the benefit 

of our community.  

Our school uniform says a lot about who we are as a 

community.  The uniform, worn with pride by our students, 

identifies us as member of the Matthew Gibney 

community, both at school and when the students are out 

with their parents after or before school. It is important 

that the uniform is worn correctly.  Please be reminded 

that black shoes are required with the school uniform and 

socks need to cover the ankle.  Several students have 

been wearing ankle socks that are not part of the uniform.  

We understand that, from time to time, there may be 

some difficulty with wearing the correct uniform.  If this is 

the case, please inform the class teacher.   

Best of luck to our Year Five students and their teachers, 

Mrs Keddie and Miss Bettridge, for their assembly today.  

It is a bit daunting to be first class up for the year.  

However, the Year Five students are in very good hands 

and I am sure they will do a wonderful job. 
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The Year 4 Class know how to show Kindness! 

Jared Scarlett Jordan Aydan Chelsea Ovia 

At Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School, we recognise our role in supporting parents as the primary 

educators of their children and thus believe that strong connections between parents, school and parish are 

essential.  The quality of these connections requires respect for the individual, honouring the dignity of each 

other and reverence for our faith.  Our aspiration is therefore to be a place where, 

Every child has the opportunity to learn successfully, to live faithfully and to respect the dignity of others. 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY    

 

Fri 21st Feb  P&F Welcoming Night @ 6.00pm 

Mon 24th Feb Super Circus Incursion PP - Yr 6 

Wed 26th Feb Ash Wednesday Mass at St Francis 

   of Assisi Church 9.30am 

Fri 28th Feb PUPIL FREE DAY 

Mon 2nd Mar PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

Fri 6th Mar  Year 3 Assembly 

Sat 7th Mar  Sacramental Commitment Mass at  

   St Francis of Assisi @ 6.30pm 

Sun 8th Mar Sacramental Commitment Mass at  

   St Francis of Assisi @ 9.30am  

   or 6.00pm  

Fri 13th Mar Year 2 Assembly 

Wed 18th Mar Cool Pool Morning 9am - 12pm 

Wed 18th Mar P & F Meeting @ 7.30pm 

Thurs 19th Mar Harmony Day Activities 

Fri 20th Mar Year 6 Cricket Carnival 

Fri 20th Mar Pre-Kindy / Kindy Open Morning &  

   School Tour 9.00 - 10.30 

Wed 25th Mar Year 6 Mass 

Thurs 26th Mar Minnie Vinnies Cake Stall 

Fri 27th Mar Pre-Primary Assembly 

Tues 31st Mar Early School Close @ 12 Noon  

  Parent/Teacher Interviews 12.30 - 6.00pm 

Wed 1st Apr Year 1 Liturgy 

Fri 3rd Apr  Easter Play 

Mon 6th Apr - Thurs 9th Apr   Year 6 Camp 

Thurs 9th Apr END OF TERM 1 FOR STUDENTS 

Fri 10th Apr  GOOD FRIDAY 

Sat 11th Apr EASTER SATURDAY 

Sun 12th Apr EASTER SUNDAY 

Tues 28th Apr STUDENTS RETURN TERM 2 2020 

P & F Meetings Term 1 2020 

 

Wednesday 18th March @ 7.30pm 

YEAR 1 NEWS 

What a busy yet amazing start to the year we have had in 

Year One! It was a nerve racking experience for both 

Miss Pasquale as a new teacher to the school and the 

children as they embarked on their formal schooling 

journey. We have been working extremely hard to 

establish good routines and procedures in our class, 

which will prepare the children well for the rest of their 

schooling. Over the first few weeks, the children have 

enjoyed learning lots of fun and engaging literacy and 

maths games and they began their curriculum content in 

week two, where they explored topics of weather, the 

seasons, natural features in the environment and healthy 

living. The support of the year one parents has been 

second to none so far and Miss Pasquale is very grateful 

for this. A big thank you also to Mrs Jenny Iffla who has 

accompanied Miss Pasquale and the year one children 

over the last couple of weeks to help everyone adjust. We 

are looking forward to all the fun that is yet to come in 

year one! 

 

Giulia Pasquale 

The staff have decided to have a focus each fortnight on 

the Making Jesus Real virtues. This week we have 

started with “cheerfulness.”  The students are encouraged 

to witness Jesus as they treat each other with 

cheerfulness and have a cheerful attitude toward their 

learning.  I must say, I have been most impressed this 

week with the cheerful greetings I have had from the 

students.  The challenge is keeping this going every day.  

Jesus loved a cheerful giver.  We encourage our students 

(and ourselves) to give kindness, compassion and love 

with a cheerful attitude.   

I pray for you today that you be cheerful, 

With head held high and sparkle in your eye; 

With warmth of smile, and voice that holds no anger; 

With quickened step, and purpose in your stride. 

I pray the Lord will look on you with pleasure, 

As parents look upon a cheerful child. 

In Jesus' name.  Amen. 

(Rev. McGinnis) 

Best wishes for the week ahead. 

 

Therese Hussey 

Principal 

 

Battery Recycling 

Please continue to use the battery bin, located in the 

corridor outside the Year Two classroom, to recycle old 

batteries. The bin will be collected regularly throughout 

the term.  As a school community it is important that we 

look for as many opportunities to recycle as possible.  

 REMINDER 

Tuesday 31st March at  

12 Noon for             

Parent/Teacher Meetings. 

RUNNING CLUB 

WHEN: Every Friday morning Term 1. Everyone 

  is welcome 

WHERE: Please wait patiently at the front gate. 

  Meet Miss Andersen in the undercover 

  area, leave your school bag there. 

TIME:  8.00-8.30am Friday. When finished 

  please get a drink, go to the toilet and 

  to class to get ready for the day. 

Please bring your drink bottle to training 



 

 

 

 
 

St Norbert College is holding its annual Open Day 

on Friday 6 March 2020 and we would be grateful if 

you could kindly include the following notice in your 

Newsletter over the next couple of weeks.   

 

   OPEN DAY 

FRIDAY 6 MARCH 2020 

St Norbert College warmly invites prospective stu-

dents and their parents to tour our excellent Col-

lege, its contemporary facilities and extensive 

grounds. Tours will be conducted at 9.00am and 

1.00pm. 

 

Enrolments for Year 7 in 2022 

We will commence our enrolments for 2022. Appli-

cation forms may be obtained by phoning the Enrol-

ment Officer, Mrs Hughes on 9350 5433. 




