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NEWSLETTER No. 5
6th March 2020

At Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School, we recognise our role in supporting parents as the primary
educators of their children and thus believe that strong connections between parents, school and parish are
essential. The quality of these connections requires respect for the individual, honouring the dignity of each
other and reverence for our faith. Our aspiration is therefore to be a place where,
Every child has the opportunity to learn successfully, to live faithfully and to respect the dignity of others.
Dear Parents, Friends, Staff and Students
The first week of Lent provides us with an opportunity to
reflect on our Lenten commitments. We encourage the
students to think about using the Lenten Season to focus
on their relationship with God and how the relationship
can be strengthened. The students often talk about,
“giving things up for Lent.” As admirable as this is, for our
students and ourselves, we can be better placed to think
instead, “what can we take up.” The words of Pope
Francis in the following reflection can be meaningful to all
of us. Perhaps we can think about taking something on
during Lent to not only strengthen our relationships with
God, but to also strengthen our relationships with others.
Do You Want To Fast This Lent?
Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
Fast from worries and trust God.
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
Fast from pressure and be prayerful.
Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy.
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to
others.
Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.
Project Compassion boxes have been distributed to all
families. Project Compassion is the main source of
fundraising for Caritas Australia as they support a number
of communities, both in Australia and in other countries
around the world. Caritas has a mission of helping

communities to help themselves. I encourage all our
families to support the work of Caritas during Lent. The
Project Compassion boxes can be returned to school in
the final week of the term.
MJR
This week the students were introduced to the Making
Jesus Real virtue of “Giving.” We encourage our students
to be giving of themselves in their interaction with others.
The students are giving when they give kindness,
compassion, forgiveness and patience. They are giving
when they include others in their games and
conversations and when they look out for those who may
need a helping hand and a cheerful word.
Kindy and Pre-Kindy Open Morning and School Tour
Parents and friends are reminded about our Kindy and
Pre-Kindy Open Morning on Friday 20th March from 9.00
-10.30am. Please encourage friends, neighbours or
family members to consider coming along with their
young children to experience all that Matthew Gibney
Catholic Primary School has to offer. We know we are a
special little school that provides wonderful experiences
for our students, however we need other people to know
about us and to consider sending their children here as
the first school of choice in High Wycombe and
surrounding suburbs. A flier advertising the open morning
accompanies this newsletter. Please encourage friends to
ring the administration office to inform us that they will be
coming along for a morning of play activities for young
children and to have personal tours of the school’s
facilities. We have fliers for letter box distribution
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Year Two have been busy learning about line and shapes!
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advertising the Open Morning. These will be available from
the administration office next Monday 9th March for any
parents who would like to take a handful to drop into
neighbouring letter boxes.
Library Book Covering
We are fortunate to have a selection of new books
available for borrowing in the Library. We are eager to
have the books available for the students as soon as they
are covered. Parent help is required to take home books
for covering.
Please see Lucy Marchetti or Sylvia
Spadaccini if you are able to assist with the book covering.
Early Close and Parent/Teacher Interviews
Parents are reminded that we will close at 12.00pm on
Tuesday 31st March for Parent and Teacher Interviews.
Interviews are required for all year levels from Kindy to
Year Six. The online booking platform for the interviews
will be made available to parents on Friday 13th March.
Parents are encouraged to book their time slots as quickly
as possible, once the platform is available, in order to
select their desired times.
Year Three Assembly
Parent and friends are reminded about the Year Three and
Merit Award Assembly this Friday, 6th March commencing
at 9.00am. Mrs Hawley and the Year Three students have
worked hard to prepare their assembly and will be
delighted to see you all there.
Sacramental Commitment Masses
Parents of students in Year Three, Four and Six, who are
receiving either the Sacrament of Reconciliation, First
Eucharist or Confirmation during 2020 are reminded about
the Sacrament Commitment Masses this weekend. The
students can commit to their Sacrament at any of the four
weekend Masses at St Francis of Assisi Parish in Maida
Vale. It is a requirement that the students do attend one of
the Mases over the weekend. The commitment ceremony
is an important component of the Sacramental preparation
program. The four Mases to choose from are:
Saturday 6.30pm
Sunday: 8.00am. 9.30am. 6.00pm.
Condolences
On behalf of the Matthew Gibney School community we
offer our deepest sympathy, prayers and love to the
Capobianco family as they mourn the recent passing of
their beloved Father and Grandfather. We pray for God’s
blessings upon Jodie, Rob, Adam and Dylan during this
difficult time and hope they will be strengthened by the
support of our school community.
I look forward to welcoming parents and friends to the
Assembly on Friday morning. Best wishes for the week
ahead.
Warm regards
Therese Hussey
Principal

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Fri 6th Mar
Sat 7th Mar

Year 3 Assembly
Sacramental Commitment Mass at
St Francis of Assisi @ 6.30pm
Sun 8th Mar
Sacramental Commitment Mass at
St Francis of Assisi @ 8.00am,
9.30am or 6.00pm
Fri 13th Mar
Year 2 Assembly
Wed 18th Mar
Cool Pool Morning 9am - 12pm
Wed 18th Mar
Board Meeting @ 6.00pm
P & F Meeting @ 7.30pm
Thurs 19th Mar Harmony Day Activities
Fri 20th Mar
Year 6 Cricket Carnival
Fri 20th Mar
Pre-Kindy / Kindy Open Morning &
School Tour 9.00 - 10.30
Wed 25th Mar
Year 6 Mass
Thurs 26th Mar Minnie Vinnies Cake Stall
Fri 27th Mar
Pre-Primary Assembly
Tues 31st Mar
Early School Close @ 12 Noon
Parent/Teacher Interviews 12.30 - 6.00pm
Wed 1st Apr
Year 1 Liturgy
Fri 3rd Apr
Easter Play
Mon 6th Apr - Thurs 9th Apr Year 6 Camp
Thurs 9th Apr
END OF TERM 1 FOR STUDENTS
Fri 10th Apr
GOOD FRIDAY
Sat 11th Apr
EASTER SATURDAY
Sun 12th Apr
EASTER SUNDAY
Tues 28th Apr
STUDENTS RETURN TERM 2 2020

The annual account for School Fees were emailed last
week. There are two sections to the School Fees now.
The first page outlines your itemised School Fees and
BPAY information. The second page is the Payment
Option Advice Form. Please select your payment
preference, tick the option, complete the Direct Debit
Authorisation if necessary and sign the bottom of the
form.
Please note, the form can be completed
electronically by selecting the ‘nib’ icon. Please return
this form to the Admin Office as soon as possible, either
handing this in or by email to finance@gibney.wa.edu.au.
If paying the full amount, or the first of three instalments,
this payment is due by Thursday, 2nd April 2020.
If you have any difficulties in meeting this commitment by
the due date, please contact Mrs Krista Gregory,
Business Manager, to go over other payment plans, or if
needed, request an appointment with Mrs Therese
Hussey, Principal, to discuss other options or concerns.
If you did not receive your School Fees, then please
contact the Admin Office urgently.
HEALTH CARE CARD TUITION FEE DISCOUNT
SCHEME
Parents who have a current Centrelink Health Care Card
or Pensioner Concession Card, are eligible for the
Catholic Education Office discounts on their School
Tuition Fees only. You must come to Admin Office to
complete a 2020 Application Form, to claim these
discounts.

Friday Giving
Don’t forget our Friday Giving Appeal to
help the needy.
Please bring your donations of canned
foods or non-perishables, etc. to school
for collection each Friday.

REMINDER
Tuesday 31st March at
12 Noon for
Parent/Teacher Meetings.

P & F Meetings Term 1 2020
Wednesday 18th March @ 7.30pm

CANTEEN ROSTER

SENT HOME THURSDAY 5th MARCH
★

NAPLAN Online - Information for parents & carers
(Year 3 & Year 5 students)

Fri 6th Mar

★

Kalamunda Show Colouring Competition Flyer
(Kindy to Year 6 - all students)

Tues 10th Mar
Fri 13th Mar

Natalie K, Kylie G & Kristie T

CAN YOU HELP
Stephanie A & Helen W

