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NEWSLETTER  No. 7 
20th March 2020 

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends 
 

The resiliency of our students, in dealing with a change of 

routines and events planned at school, has been 

encouraging.  The students have been open in their 

conversations about the coronavirus and, with their 

teacher's assistance, have been calm and levelled. The 

school will continue to keep parents as up to date as 

possible as the situation changes from day to day.  All 

correspondence about the coronavirus will be placed into 

the News section of the website as a reference for our 

parents. 
 

Parents can obtain the latest Coronavirus updates via the 

link below: 

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/coronavirus-covid-19 
 

Please keep an eye on event changes at school.  An up 

to date list of events is listed in this newsletter. Our main 

message to our families is to please keep the children off 

school if they are unwell.  It is essential that we do all we 

can to keep our community healthy.  The same applies to 

parents and caregivers.  Please keep away from the 

school if you are unwell. 
 

The staff have decided to introduce some measures at 

school to promote the mental health and wellbeing of our 

students at this time.  Commencing this week, we have 

decided to introduce an additional mid-morning play time 

of 15 minutes for each year level.  Outdoor play is good 

for the students’ mental and physical health.  It 

encourages positive endorphins that should have a good 

effect on their learning.  We are also looking at ways that 

we can promote an increased element of “fun” at school.  

We want the students to look forward to coming to school 

each day as we try to keep things as normal as possible 

for them. 
 

I understand that some families may currently be stressed 

and anxious due to uncertainty about jobs and business 

prospects.  The school is mindful of our need to support 

our families as much as possible.  Please always come 

and have a chat, either in person or over the phone, if I 

can support you in any way. This applies to all families, 

including those who may be struggling with school fees 

during the weeks and months ahead.  
 

As a Christ centered community, we continue to support 

and pray for each other, our wider community and people 

around the world. The closure of the churches for Mass 

does not restrict our ability to pray.  The students have 

regular prayer in their classrooms, and this will continue.  

I attach the prayer below to pray especially for our 

medical professionals, caregivers, researchers and 

leaders responsible for decisions that affect us all. 
 

Father, we seek Your wisdom daily. Be with people 

making decisions that affect the lives and futures of our 

families, communities, countries, and the wider world. 

Inspire and invigorate people developing better tests to 

diagnose the virus, vaccines to prevent it, and protocols 

and communication to eliminate the disease’s spread. 

May truth and empathy be the touchstones of people 

setting policies for our protection. 
 

Best wishes to all our students and families.  Keep well! 

Warm regards 
 

Therese Hussey 

Principal 

Continued 
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Year 6 have been making some trippy name art this term! 

Jasmine Harrison Yumi Chloe Skyla 

At Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School, we recognise our role in supporting parents as the primary 

educators of their children and thus believe that strong connections between parents, school and parish are 

essential.  The quality of these connections requires respect for the individual, honouring the dignity of each 

other and reverence for our faith.  Our aspiration is therefore to be a place where, 

Every child has the opportunity to learn successfully, to live faithfully and to respect the dignity of others. 

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/coronavirus-covid-19


BATTERY RECYCLING 
We are very pleased to “do our bit” for 

the environment by offering recycling 

collection for household batteries. You 

can drop your batteries off in the  metal 

collection bin in the hallway opposite the 

Year 3 class room. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY    

 

Thurs 19th Mar Harmony Day Activities 

Wed 25th Mar Year 6 Mass—CANCELLED. 

Tues 31st Mar Early School Close @ 12 Noon  

  Parent/Teacher Interviews 12.30 - 6.00pm 

Wed 1st Apr Year 1 Liturgy 

Thurs 9th Apr END OF TERM 1 FOR STUDENTS 

Fri 10th Apr  GOOD FRIDAY 

Sat 11th Apr EASTER SATURDAY 

Sun 12th Apr EASTER SUNDAY 

Tues 28th Apr STUDENTS RETURN TERM 2 2020 

SENT HOME THURSDAY 19th MARCH 

★ Entertainment Digital Membership Flyer 

Assistant Principal’s  

Religious Education News 

 

 

COVID 19 and CELEBRATION OF MASSES 

As of the 18
th
 March, all Parishes and Schools in Perth 

are no longer allowed to gather to celebrate Mass or 

Liturgies, in response to COVID 19.  This is proactive 

measure to ensure people’s health and safety. All 

Churches will remain open for personal prayer and the 

Sacrament of Penance, but no masses will be celebrated 

on the weekends.   The Archbishop strongly encourages 

the faithful to spend time with God in personal prayer and 

reflection, and the Bishops and Priests of Australia will 

continue to celebrate Mass in private for all the people 

entrusted to their care.  
 

As a school we will continue to pray daily, and celebrate 

the liturgical life of the Church in our classes.   

There are still a number of ways that you can participate 

in the Mass however.   
 

• Online: ‘Mass on Demand’, a daily service of the 

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and 

CathNews can be accessed online at:   

• Free-to-air Television: ‘Mass for You at Home’ is 

shown at 6.00am every Sunday morning on 

Channel 10. 
 

The online streaming of the celebration of the Mass from 

St Mary’s Cathedral (Perth) and other churches within the 

Archdiocese of Perth is currently being developed and 

coordinated.  
 

If you would like to read the full letter from the 

Archbishop, please use this link: 

http://perthcatholic.org.au/Our_Archdiocese-Archbishop-
Latest_News-2020-
NOVEL_COVID19__Revised_and_temporary_changes_to_be_i
mplemented_within_Archdiocese_of_Perth_Ref_20202.htm  

 

Karen Keddie 

Assistant  Principal RE 

Merit Awards 

The staff have decided to continue distributing merit 

awards each fortnight even though the assemblies have 

been cancelled.  The merit awards will be distributed in 

class and parents will be sent a photograph of their child 

receiving their award, via an email or the Seesaw App. 
 

Class Liturgies 

Although class Masses have been cancelled, as 

instructed by the Archbishop’s Office, class Liturgies will 

go ahead in the Library.  Our next class Liturgy is for the 

Year One class  on Wednesday 1
st
 April.  Parents and 

friends are invited to attend. Please note that there will be 

no morning tea following the Liturgy. 
 

Social Distancing and the Sharing of Food 

Latest information on social distancing from the 

Department of Health states that food sharing should be 

avoided.  I request that parents support us by avoiding 

sending in home prepared food to school for the time 

being.  Birthday treats can continue, but wrapped treats 

such as icy poles or Freddo Frogs would be a better 

alternative now than home prepared goods.  We look 

forward to re-introducing the beautifully home prepared 

birthday treats at some time soon.  
 

Students Arriving Prior to 8.30am 

Parents and students arriving prior to 8.30am are 

reminded that the waiting area is in the Undercover Area.  

No student supervision can be provided prior to 8.30.am. 
 

Dogs on the School Site 

Please be reminded that in the interests of student safety 

pet dogs are not permitted inside the school grounds.  We 

cannot control reactions that dogs may have to individual 

students.  From time to time we may organise therapy 

dogs to visit the school, however, we do so in the 

knowledge that the dog and their owner are trained to 

work with young children.  
 

My School Website 

School information on the My School website has recently 

been updated to include 2019 NAPLAN results and other 

relevant school data.  The link to the site is attached for 

your interest. 

https://www.myschool.edu.au/school/48997  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYRq7AjVimr

-hcHFJD_HVaQ  

http://perthcatholic.org.au/Our_Archdiocese-Archbishop-Latest_News-2020-NOVEL_COVID19__Revised_and_temporary_changes_to_be_implemented_within_Archdiocese_of_Perth_Ref_20202.htm
http://perthcatholic.org.au/Our_Archdiocese-Archbishop-Latest_News-2020-NOVEL_COVID19__Revised_and_temporary_changes_to_be_implemented_within_Archdiocese_of_Perth_Ref_20202.htm
http://perthcatholic.org.au/Our_Archdiocese-Archbishop-Latest_News-2020-NOVEL_COVID19__Revised_and_temporary_changes_to_be_implemented_within_Archdiocese_of_Perth_Ref_20202.htm
http://perthcatholic.org.au/Our_Archdiocese-Archbishop-Latest_News-2020-NOVEL_COVID19__Revised_and_temporary_changes_to_be_implemented_within_Archdiocese_of_Perth_Ref_20202.htm
https://www.myschool.edu.au/school/48997


CANTEEN ROSTER  

Fri 20th Mar Debra K & Katie P 

Tues 24th Mar Judyth Y 

Fri 27th Mar 
Natanya S, Michelle W  

& Sasha T 

YEAR 5 NEWS 
 

This week we have been learning more about the Solar 

System with Ms Bettridge.  The whole Year 5 class 

became the Solar System in the undercover area, as they 

orbited the sun.  Halley’s Comet also made an 

appearance, visiting close to earth before moving away.  

The Year 5s are focusing on the art of Vincent Van Gogh, 

particularly his “Starry Night”.  We are creating our own 

versions of this beautiful painting, learning how Vincent 

used line and colour to create atmosphere and mood.  

We would like to say a BIG thank you to the School Board 

and P&F for purchasing our new class laptops.  We know 

that they will be used extensively for learning in our room, 

and they are very much appreciated.  

 

Karen Keddie & Jess Bettridge 

 REMINDER 

Tuesday 31st March at  

12 Noon for             

Parent/Teacher Meetings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The annual account for School Fees were emailed at the 
end of February.  There are two sections to the School 
Fees now.  The first page outlines your itemised School 
Fees and BPAY information.  The second page is the 
Payment Option Advice Form. Please select your 
payment preference, tick the option, complete the Direct 
Debit Authorisation if necessary and sign the bottom of 
the form.  Please note, the form can be completed 
electronically by selecting the ‘nib’ icon. Please return 
this form to the Admin Office as soon as possible, either 
handing this in or by email to finance@gibney.wa.edu.au.  
If paying the full amount, or the first of three instalments, 
this payment is due by Thursday, 2nd April 2020.  
If you have any difficulties in meeting this commitment by 
the due date, please contact Mrs Krista Gregory, 
Business Manager, to go over other payment plans, or if 
needed, request an appointment with Mrs Therese 
Hussey, Principal, to discuss other options or concerns. 
If you did not receive your School Fees, then please 
contact the Admin Office urgently.  
HEALTH CARE CARD TUITION FEE DISCOUNT 
SCHEME 
Parents who have a current Centrelink Health Care Card 
or Pensioner Concession Card, are eligible for the 
Catholic Education Office discounts on their School 
Tuition Fees only.  You must come to Admin Office to 
complete a 2020 Application Form, to claim these 
discounts.  

CANTEEN NEWS 

In celebration of Easter the Canteen will be 

holding an “Easter Egg Hunt” placing a 

surprise egg token randomly into lunch bags 

when you place your order. This will run 

each week until Easter. 

To redeem your egg token, just bring it to 

the Canteen at morning recess or lunch. 

Happy Hunting!  

Project Compassion  

The 3rd Week of Lent brings you the story of Barry, a 

Gamilaroi man originally from western NSW. Barry is a 

father of four and he embodies resilience and strength. 

Growing up in a tough environment, he had to look inside 

himself to make the right choices for himself and his 

family.  Barry, and others like him, were able to take part 

in a cultural healing program called Red Dust Healing. 

This program encourages participants to examine their 

own personal hurt and allows them to heal from within, 

addressing family and personal relationships and what 

may have been life-long patterns of violence, abuse and 

neglect.  Your support of Project compassion can help 

build a brighter future for people like Barry through the 

Red Dust Healing program.   







 


