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28th March 2020 

Dear Parents, Friends Students and Staff 
 

This is going to be a good news only newsletter. I am 

tired of the gloom, as I am sure you are too.  We need 

some cheer and I am happy to report that over the past 

few weeks, Matthew Gibney continues to be a school 

where children arrive happily each day and the 

classrooms continue to generate excitement and fun in 

learning. 

At times like this we recognise and acknowledge all that 

we have to be grateful for. Here at Matthew Gibney 

Catholic Primary School I am grateful this week for: 

 our wonderful staff.  They come to work each day 

ready to face the challenges ahead with optimism 

and good humour.   

 the work the staff continue to do to cater for the 

education of all the students; including those who 

are attending and those who are learning from 

home.  

 our parents who have generously sent in messages 

of support and thanks for the work the school is 

doing to keep everyone informed and engaged…

and for the lovely morning tea treats!  

 our parents for their patience and flexibility in an 

almost daily changing landscape. 

 the cheerful smiles and greetings our students 

bring to school when they enter the gate each 

morning. 

 The cards of love and support I have received this 

week from students. 

 The surprise I received from a class of students 

who sang me a song to remind me that, no matter 

what, God will continue to love each of us.  It was a 

priceless moment! 

 The admin staff at Matthew Gibney.  They sort 

through the daily emails, phone messages and 

organise correspondence with efficiency, 

professionalism and a wonderful sense of humour 

that keeps us all sane. 

 The work of our groundsman, Steve He has swiftly 

installed suitable new fountains for the children to 

hygienically fill water bottles and hand towel 

dispensers in the toilets so the children can 

hygienically dry their hands. 

 The work our staff and students are doing to 

prepare for the Easter message of love and hope 

offered to us in the Resurrection of Jesus.  

 The health system that we all benefit from in WA, 

including our health professionals who work 

tirelessly for our community. 

 That fact that we have a beautiful school to attend, 

a wonderful climate, outdoors and sunshine. 
 

Today is the perfect day to be grateful. 

Your love, O God, sustains me. 

Keep the spirit of gratitude alive within me.  

Help me hold on to the values I cherish: strength of 

character, generosity 

 kindness and joy.   

Amen.” 

Best wishes to you all for what the next few weeks bring. 

No matter what our situation is, we will continue to 

communicate with our families via emails and the weekly 

newsletter.   Keep safe and well.  Care for your families, 

your friends and look out for your neighbours. We will be 
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Year Five have been studying the art of Vincent Van Gough! 

Ben Ailish Jacqueline Jayden Cruz 

At Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School, we recognise our role in supporting parents as the primary 

educators of their children and thus believe that strong connections between parents, school and parish are 

essential.  The quality of these connections requires respect for the individual, honouring the dignity of each 

other and reverence for our faith.  Our aspiration is therefore to be a place where, 

Every child has the opportunity to learn successfully, to live faithfully and to respect the dignity of others. 



BATTERY RECYCLING 
We are very pleased to “do our bit” for 

the environment by offering recycling 

collection for household batteries. You 

can drop your batteries off in the  metal 

collection bin in the hallway opposite the 

Year 3 class room. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY    

Tues 31st Mar Early School Close @ 12 Noon  

  Parent/Teacher Interviews 12.30 - 6.00pm 

Thurs 9th Apr END OF TERM 1 FOR STUDENTS 

Fri 10th Apr  GOOD FRIDAY 

Sat 11th Apr EASTER SATURDAY 

Sun 12th Apr EASTER SUNDAY 

Tues 28th Apr STUDENTS RETURN TERM 2 2020 

back to normal at some point.  We are a strong 

community and we look forward to becoming united once 

again, when we will make sure that we can celebrate the 

support and love that exists at Matthew Gibney Catholic 

School. 
 

Warm regards 

Therese Hussey 

Principal 
 

School Fees 

Parents would have received a letter yesterday about 

support for school fees during these challenging times.  

Please make contact with me, over the phone or through 

an email, and we will work together to take the pressure 

off any parents experiencing financial difficulties.  
 

Easter Raffle 

Thank you to our parents for donating to the Easter 

Raffle.  The raffle has been drawn today and all winners 

notified.  Thank you to the P&F for organising the Easter 

Raffle once again this year. 
 

Mother’s Day Gifts 

Please continue to support the P&F by getting your 

children to purchase a gift. A flier advertising the lovely 

gifts that can be purchased and details about how to 

purchase accompanies this newsletter. Once again, thank 

you to the P&F for organising the Mother’s Day gifts.  
 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Parents are reminded that the Parent and Teacher 

Interviews scheduled for week have been postponed to 

Term Two. 

CANTEEN NEWS 

Don’t forget to check your lunch bag when 

you place an order for a Easter Egg token. 

To redeem your egg token, just bring it to 

the Canteen at morning recess or lunch. 

Happy Hunting!  

Assistant Principal’s  

Religious Education News 

 

PROJECT COMPASSION 
 

Fourth Week of Lent   

In India, over 70 million people live on less than US$1.90 

per day. Sakun lives in a village in central north India. 

She developed polio as a child and has difficulty walking. 

Until now Sakun, an indigenous Gond woman, has been 

isolated in her community, unable to earn a livelihood and 

without knowledge of government schemes that could 

help her.   
 

In 2018, Sakun joined a Caritas Australia-funded program 

which is implemented by Caritas India and its local 

partner, Samarthan. With your help Sakun now earns her 

own income and makes a small profit which goes towards 

her family’s basic needs. She is more resilient, more 

confident and more independent.   

 

Karen Keddie 

Assistant  Principal RE 

Congratulations to all our Easter Egg raffle winners! 

1st prize  Derek - Year 4 

2nd prize  Ella - Year 3 

3rd prize  Halle - Year 2 

Thank you to the Matthew Gibney Community for the 

donations and purchasing of raffle tickets.  

Big thank you to Sarah, Simone, Sharna & Sasha for 

the organising of the raffle and for helping prepare 

the prizes. 



SENT HOME WEDNESDAY 24th MARCH 

★ Mothers Day Order Form  

YEAR 2 NEWS 

Last week, we celebrated Harmony Day with our buddy 

class and make a beautiful tree. The children worked well 

together and enjoyed creating their harmony hand.  

On Monday we had a great start to the week by 

participating in tabloid sports. We played some new 

activities and had fun at the same time! 

This week we also welcomed Velicity to our class. The 

children are doing a great job helping Velicity to learn our 

routines. Well done to everyone for showing kindness and 

Making Jesus Real in the classroom! 

We have started learning more about Easter and have 

already created some very cool looking Easter eggs. On 

Wednesday, we joined with the rest of the school to pray 

the Our Father prayer and we learnt more about the angel 

Gabriel’s visit to Mary. 

Although there have been some changes to our school 

routine, we are enjoying eating our crunch and sip outside 

and having a little more playtime. 

 

Gina Nickels 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The annual account for School Fees were emailed at the 
end of February.  There are two sections to the School 
Fees now.  The first page outlines your itemised School 
Fees and BPAY information.  The second page is the 
Payment Option Advice Form. Please select your 
payment preference, tick the option, complete the Direct 
Debit Authorisation if necessary and sign the bottom of 
the form.  Please note, the form can be completed 
electronically by selecting the ‘nib’ icon. Please return 
this form to the Admin Office as soon as possible, either 
handing this in or by email to finance@gibney.wa.edu.au.  
If paying the full amount, or the first of three instalments, 
this payment is due by Thursday, 2nd April 2020.  
If you have any difficulties in meeting this commitment by 
the due date, please contact Mrs Krista Gregory, 
Business Manager, to go over other payment plans, or if 
needed, request an appointment with Mrs Therese 
Hussey, Principal, to discuss other options or concerns. 
If you did not receive your School Fees, then please 
contact the Admin Office urgently.  
HEALTH CARE CARD TUITION FEE DISCOUNT 
SCHEME 
Parents who have a current Centrelink Health Care Card 
or Pensioner Concession Card, are eligible for the 
Catholic Education Office discounts on their School 
Tuition Fees only.  You must come to Admin Office to 
complete a 2020 Application Form, to claim these 
discounts.  






